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I have been looking back over my
own experience a little, with regard to
the religion that we have embraced. I
have been asking myself what proof have
the Latter-day Saints that they are ac-
tually in the path that leads to everlast-
ing life? Have the Saints any evidence
that they love and serve God? I will tell
you my experience in a few words. Be-
fore the gospel came to me, the world
was dark and thorny; and I studied for
myself to do business as a man of the
world. I soon became disgusted with the
world as it was, for I found that I could
scarcely trust anyone. When the gospel
came I found what I wanted. It filled
every wish, desire and hope pertaining
to this life or that which is to come. I
received it and the spirit and life of it,
and I have asked myself, while sitting
here, what proof have I that I love God,
that I delight to serve Him and build
up His kingdom? It is natural to love
somebody, or something or other. If you
find a person who does not wish to love
some object, you would call that man or
woman an unnatural person. If I am
asked what I love, I would answer, "I
love this gospel which I have received."
"Do you love the wicked?" No. "Do you
not like to converse with them?" No. I
have no delight in the wicked, in their
conversation or society, only to do them
good. This proves to me that if I do not

love God I do not love any being. If I
do not love His gospel which He has re-
vealed in the day in which we live, I do
not love any principles upon the earth.
If I do not love the people who are gath-
ered out from the nations, who compose
the Church and Kingdom of God on the
earth, I do not love anybody. If I do
not love to talk about our religion and to
teach it to others, have it in my house
and with me all the time, I do not love
anything. If I spend a minute that is
not in some way devoted to building up
the Kingdom of God and promoting righ-
teousness, I regret that minute, and wish
it had been otherwise spent. This proves
to me that the Spirit of the Lord is with
me.

Our teaching to the brethren and sis-
ters is for them to purify themselves.
I shall not ask them to love the Lord
our God with all their hearts, it is a
requirement of Heaven, and you know
it as well as I do. But will ask some
things. Will our brethren cease using
language which they should not use?
This is one of the rules in the School of
the Prophets. Will the Elders of Israel
pray in their families? Will they pay
their tithing? We can ask this, for it is
an outward labor. If they do not love the
Lord with all their hearts, they can pay
their tithing, and pay it as an old gentle-
man in the east said he could do when he


