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followed, have sealed lessons on their
minds that they will not forget, and that
will prove more valuable to them than
any amount of means they would have
earned by that two month's labor. And I
trust God will overrule it for their good.

They were much pleased and rejoiced
to see us among them, and to hear our
word; and were ready and willing to be
told what to do, and to go with their
might and do it; and I believe that since
our visit among them they have settled
down in their feelings and have gone to
work in good earnest to make themselves
homes. They have not Salt Lake mar-
ket to go to, and they cannot procure
all the little luxuries of life; and their
food and manner of living will necessar-
ily be somewhat crude and primitive, but
wholesome and healthy. I scarcely know
of a single instance of sickness among
them. There were a few who, when they
were migrating south last year during
the months of November and December,
and were exposed to severe storms, took
cold and fever, but since their arrival in
that country they have been healthy.

It is very natural for them, like
children, to feel after home and fa-
ther and mother, and the scenes of
their youth. And it is very natural,
too, for the sympathies of parents to
be with their children. But let not
this mistaken sympathy lead parents
to give wrong counsel to their children

to their hurt. It requires stout hearts
to develop a new country like that; but
perseverance, time, and patience will ac-
complish it. There is plenty of bread—
the staff of life—in the country, and no
necessity for actual want among any of
them. It is not now as it has been in St.
George and on the Muddy, where there
was no bread in the country and we had
to come to Sanpete or to Salt Lake City
to fetch it.

I would say to all who have been
called and have not gone—for judging
from the best information I have, not
above half of those called are in the
southern country—for the sake of your
own future welfare and prosperity, re-
spond to the calls that have been made
upon you and strive to fill that mission
with confidence, boldness, and energy.
Or if there are good and sufficient rea-
sons why you should not do so, go to the
President and make known your circum-
stances, that you may be released, that
your consciences may not condemn you
and that your God may not condemn you,
and that your future usefulness may not
be curtailed. Let no one flatter himself
that he can pass along in obscurity, un-
noticed, and neither magnify his calling,
nor yet be discharged from it. It will
linger around you, it will haunt you and
will be like a cankerworm gnawing at the
root of your felicity. Take steps to be ex-
onerated one way or the other, and God
will bless you: Amen.


