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settlements between this place and St.
Thomas on the Muddy. The bad condi-
tion of the roads and the limited amount
of time at our command, having to re-
turn here to Conference, prevented us
devoting that amount of time to the set-
tlements that we wished to. But we
found them generally in a prosperous
condition; though in some places we
were reminded of what we saw last win-
ter in Salt Lake City, and of Israel of old
when Moses went up into the mountain
and they got Aaron to make them a calf.
Still as a general thing we found the peo-
ple prosperous.

I will say for the benefit of those who
have sons and daughters and friends
there, who have been reared in and
about Salt Lake City and the older set-
tlements, that it must not be expected
that everything will run smooth with
them, or that they will realize all their
expectations. There are many here who
assisted in establishing settlements in
Salt Lake Valley, and who know the dif-
ficulties we had to encounter for the first
two or three years; and there are others
who have gone out and buffeted the diffi-
culties of establishing settlements upon
our borders north and south. The coun-
try on the Muddy affords facilities for ex-
tensive and prosperous settlements, but
there is a lack of timber. They have
done very well for fuel, as within about
thirty miles of St. Thomas there are
large groves of cedar and pinion pine,
which will supply them with fuel for
many years, and a good natural road to
it, and springs of water in the grove.
There is also considerable sawing tim-
ber in the mountains twenty miles east
of St. Thomas; and a much larger body
of excellent saw timber in the mountains
west of St. Thomas about fifty or sixty
miles. But in both these places portable
steam mills are necessary, as there

are springs of water in the timber, but
no creeks sufficient for water mills. And
until they are able to get mills to saw
their lumber, they cannot make very
much advance towards building. As to
fencing, the only fences in that region
of country are two stone corrals, one in
each settlement for corralling the stock
at night which is herded in the day. And
I am fully satisfied that it is very much
cheaper; and that they will make far
greater progress in developing the coun-
try by adopting this system of herding
their stock, than they would by attempt-
ing to fence their land. And I will say
that in my visit to that country I have
not, to the best of my recollection, seen
one single animal preying on the crops in
that section of country. I wish I could say
as much for the best fenced sections of
country in the other portions of our Ter-
ritory.

Those who went down to St. Thomas
last Fall seem comfortable, pleasant, and
happy. Everything around them ex-
hibits an air of thrift and comfort. I
cannot say quite as much for those lo-
cated at St. Joseph. For many of those
who went to that settlements heard of
a country higher up stream, and they
felt anxious to visit it; and instead of
settling down at once and beginning to
improve and make themselves a home,
they waited in hope of finding a bet-
ter country. By and by in the course
of the Winter a man, who was responsi-
ble and ought to have taken a different
course, led them out to the Upper Muddy,
and when they were called back again
to St. Joseph, they came feeling disap-
pointed. The result was, their feelings
were unsettled, and six weeks or two
months of their labor may be said to have
been thrown away; and yet not thrown
away, for I trust the experience they
have received, and the instruction which


