
214 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

to feed them, provided our people will
cease feeding their enemies. I do not
mean that we shall cease feeding the
hungry, no matter whether he is Saint
or sinner; but cease to feed and build up
the wicked who will not labor with us to
develop the resources of the country and
help to build up Zion. God has called us
to turn away from the folly of sustaining
and building up Babylon—the worship-
pers of mammon—those who have no in-
terest in common with us in establishing
Zion and building up the Kingdom of our
God upon the earth.

With regard to the aborigines of this
continent, there are several prophecies
in the Book of Mormon to the effect that
they will one day become a pure people;
but that will not take place until the ful-
ness of the Gentiles has come. Then, ac-
cording to the promise, the Spirit of the
Lord will be poured out upon them and
they will inherit the blessings promised.
Until that time we expect they will be
a scourge upon the people of Zion, as
the Lamanites were a scourge to the
Nephites of old. That which the Lord
is pleased to use as a scourge today, He
may use in days to come as a means of
support and of strength. It becomes the
Latter-day Saints as a people to cher-
ish the principles of love and good will
to all men, and especially the household
of faith; and also to the natives, who
are blind and ignorant pertaining to the
principles of the gospel, and not to thirst
for their blood, nor be very revengeful for
every wrong that they, in their blindness,
may commit; but to exercise generous
forbearance. God will enable us to inflict
such summary chastisement upon them
as circumstances may require, when it
is His good pleasure that they should
be chastened. Or else He will take
it in hand Himself, for He can easily

destroy, by various diseases, those who
are shedding the blood of the Saints. And
this will be far more acceptable to Him
than if it were done by us.

It certainly ought not to be specially
gratifying to anyone to shed the blood of
his fellows, whether red, black, or white.
I have seen that the Lord has taken
care of the Lamanites as well as of the
Latter-day Saints, and He requires that
we should exercise our reasoning pow-
ers, and not throw ourselves heedlessly
into positions where we are exposed to
the wrath of the savages. Inexperienced
men who are unacquainted with Indian
habits and customs, and their mode of
warfare, should never be trusted beyond
the confines of our settlements with their
wives and families, to commence opera-
tion on their own account. They thereby
tempt the cupidity of the savages. Men of
experience, energy, watchfulness—men
with kind hearts and generous impulses,
who can forgive an injury—are the men
who should be selected on all occasions
to lead out in the formation of new settle-
ments on our frontiers; and they should
be sustained by obedient and experi-
enced men, who will help to control and
take care of the people and keep them
out of danger.

I have thought many a time that the
Lord has suffered the natives in various
places to drive in our outpost; just as a
wise vinedresser will clip off the end of
his vines that they may produce more
fruit and make less wood. We are some-
times in the habit of scattering too far.
Being over anxious to spread, we lay on
more warp than we have filling for.

I would say a word in relation to
the missionaries who went South last
fall to the Muddy. Brother Joseph
W. Young and myself left here on
the second of March and visited the


