THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST, ETC.

lives? The very book which they be-
lieve to be inspired, and which they of-
fer to the heathen and the infidel as the
strongest evidence they possess for the
divinity of their religion declares posi-
tively that signs shall follow the believer,
and this very important declaration and
promise they discard altogether. We say
that signs do in our day follow the be-
liever, and here is the witness and testi-
mony that Jesus is the Christ.

If we speak of ourselves our testi-
mony is nothing, but if we speak by
the power of God that is within us, the
same Spirit bears witness that we are
the true followers of the Lord Jesus,
and convinceth the world of sin and of
a judgment to come. The Spirit of the
Almighty is abroad among the people,
and all who will listen to the truth will be
convinced by the spirit of truth, and they
will flow together from distant lands,
and as the salt of the earth is gathered
out the nations will break to pieces; and
are they not at this time breaking to
pieces? The honest in heart are gather-
ing out by thousands and tens of thou-
sands from the nations of Babylon. They
are leaving their fathers, and mothers,
and husbands, and wives, and children,
and friends, and associations, at the call
of the gospel preached by the Elders of
this Church. What power, but the power
of God, could stir up the world and en-
lighten the soul and better the condition
of multitudes, teaching them to make the
wilderness blossom as the rose and the
desert places to be inhabited?

After the Latter-day Saints are gath-
ered together, I repeat, that we do not
improve as fast as we should. This
Word of Wisdom which has been sup-
posed to have become stale, and not
in force, is like all the counsels of
God, in force as much today as it
ever was. There is life, everlasting
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life in it—the life which now is and the
life which is to come. We have had this
Word of Wisdom thirty-five years last
February, and the whole people have not
yet learned to observe it after the true
spirit and meaning of it. There is within
a few years past a great improvement
in this, so much so that I very much
doubt whether a tobacco spittle could be
found upon the floor of this tabernacle
after this congregation is dismissed. To-
bacco is not good to receive into the hu-
man system; hot drinks are not good. We
will use cold drinks to allay thirst and
warm drinks for medicine. Flesh should
be used sparingly, in famine and in cold.
The people are beginning to listen to
these things. The Spirit of the Lord is
urging the people to cease from every-
thing that is evil, and to reform in their
lives; for unless the spirit urged the peo-
ple to do right, we might as well talk to
the sides of this house. We are urged by
the spirit to refrain from articles which
tend to death, to preserve this life, which
is the most precious life given to mortal
beings preparatory to an immortal life.
It is our business to prepare to live here
to do good. Instead of crying to the peo-
ple prepare to die, our cry is prepare to
live forevermore. These mortal houses
will drop off sometime, and when they
are cleansed and purified, sanctified and
glorified, we shall inherit them again for-
ever and ever. Let all the Saints pur-
sue a course to live. Let those who fight
against God's Kingdom fall asleep; and
let those who build it up live and prosper
until their work in the flesh is done. We
say to worldly-wise men, acknowledge
the hand of God in your greatness and
wisdom and in all the blessings which
you receive, for you receive them all from
him.

Are we improving as a people?



