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Latter-day Saints. They are a stumbling
block to this generation. The world see
all their weaknesses and faults, and see
no divinity in the work in which they
are engaged. Yet this is not to be won-
dered at, inasmuch as the world could
not see it in Jesus when he dwelt in mor-
tality. We are looked upon as a low, de-
graded, ignorant set of fanatics. This is
the opinion of the great majority of the
learned and refined world. Others say
that our people are the dupes of a few.
We do not claim to be very wise, but we
do know that that portion of mankind
called Christians in our day, who profess
to be followers of the meek and lowly Je-
sus, are grossly ignorant of His charac-
ter, and of the means and way of Salva-
tion which He offers to the world. The
Latter-day Saints, as a people, may not
be so far advanced in the knowledge of
many of the sciences, as their neighbors;
but they are learning how to take care
of themselves, which is one of the great-
est arts known to man. When the most
learned and scientific among men scruti-
nize their own lives and experience, they
are under the necessity of acknowledg-
ing that they are faulty, weak, ignorant;
they are "strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope, and without
God in the world."

Instead of considering that there is
nothing known and understood, only as
we know and understand things natu-
rally, I take the other side of the ques-
tion, and believe positively that there
is nothing known except by the revela-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ, whether
in theology, science, or art. The world
receive information and light on great
principles of science and knowledge in
the arts, to subserve the hidden pur-
poses of the Almighty, but they are
ignorant of the source from whence
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it comes to them. They seek not to
know God, whom to know is life everlast-
ing. They seek not to know the source
of their own existence, and of all light
and truth. They are not willing to ac-
knowledge His hand in anything; and for
this the God of Heaven is displeased with
them, and His anger is kindled against
them. They have every evidence that
can be asked that Joseph Smith was a
prophet sent from God, yet they can-
not acknowledge it; while at the same
time, with the scriptures in their hands,
they can but acknowledge the supremacy
of the doctrine we preach over the dog-
mas of the age, and in the growth of
this community in the time of a con-
stant stream of abuse and persecution,
gathering the poor from all nations, they
must acknowledge the superior wisdom
and power displayed, that cannot be at-
tributed to man. The wisdom which God
has given them teaches them better. It
teaches them that a secret something,
an invisible agency is evidently at work
behind the curtain. What mortal has
the power to call people from the ends
of the earth? While Jesus Christ was in
the flesh He did not manifest his power.
How much power did He manifest over
the people of the world in His day? Did
He send His disciples to the nations and
call His followers together from the ends
of the earth by thousands? He did not.
There is no doubt but that He had the
power to call the people together; but
he did not manifest it. The people saw
no exhibition of this power when he was
among them. But He is doing it now,
and if it had been the time to do it in
His day it could have been done by the
power of the heavens through Him, as it
is now done by the same power through
Joseph Smith and his brethren. God is
now displaying His power in a marvelous



