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we are engaged carrying on the work
of God, and advancing and maintain-
ing those principles which he so dili-
gently propagated and maintained while
he was on the earth, he is gone to of-
ficiate in the heavens with Jesus, with
Joseph and others for us. We are seek-
ing to carry out his will, the will of our
President and the will of our heavenly
Father, that we may be found fit to asso-
ciate with the just who are made perfect,
and be prepared to join with the Church
Triumphant in the heavens. It is this
that our religion points us to all the time.

We embraced the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and he who now lies before us
was one of the first to proclaim it to thou-
sands that are here. And what did that
teach us? To repent of our sins, and,
having faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
to be baptized for the remission of our
sins, to have hands laid upon us for
the reception of the Holy Ghost and to
gather together to Zion that we might
be instructed in the ways of life; that we
might know how to save ourselves—how
to save the living, and how to redeem the
dead; that we might not only possess a
hope that blooms with immortality and
eternal life; but that we might have a
certainty, and evidence, a confidence that
was beyond doubt or peradventure that
we were preparing ourselves for a celes-
tial inheritance in the kingdom of our
God. And when a man goes to sleep as
bro. Kimball has done, no matter how,
he lays aside the cares of this world; the
weary wheels of life stand still, the pulse
ceases to beat, the body becomes cold,
lifeless and inanimate; yet at the same
time the spirit still exists, has gone to
join those who have lived before; who
now live and will live for evermore. He
has trod the path that we have all to

follow, for it is appointed to man once
to die, and after that, we are told, the
judgment. We have all to pass through
the dark valley of the shadow of death,
and as I said before, it matters little
which way this occurs; but it does mat-
ter a great deal to us whether we are
prepared to meet it or not; whether
we have lived the life of the righteous;
whether we have honored our profession;
whether we have been faithful to our
trust; whether we are prepared to asso-
ciate with the spirits of the just made
perfect, and whether when He, who has
said, "I am the resurrection, and the
life," shall sound the trump, we shall be
prepared to come forth in the morning of
the first resurrection.

Joseph Smith stands at the head of
this dispensation. His brother Hyrum
Smith was associated with him. They
were both assassinated. No matter; they
are gone. Brother Heber is now gone,
and whilst we mourn the loss they re-
joice at meeting one with whom they
were associated before; for he was the
friend of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, and
he was the friend of God, and God is his
friend and they are his friends. And as
they associated together in time so they
will in eternity. It behooves us then not
to think so much about dying, but about
our living, and to live in such a way
that when we shall fall asleep, no matter
when, or how it may transpire, that our
hearts may be pure before God. When
I look upon a man like bro. Kimball, I
feel like saying let my last end be like
his. Let my life be as spotless, as holy
and as pure that I may stand accepted
before God and the holy angels. Our am-
bition ought to be to live our religion,
to keep the commandments of God, to
obey the counsel that those lips, now sil-


