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In relation to matrimony—one of the
texts before the Conference—perhaps
there is not so much a lack of disposi-
tion on the part of the ladies as there is
on the part of the gentlemen. The latter
sometimes feel themselves unworthy or
unprepared, and in many instances, per-
haps, they are so. And if you ask why
they are unprepared to assume these re-
sponsibilities as husbands and heads of
families, it is mostly because they have
neglected the word of the Lord which
they have heard from this stand. They
have not given their hearts to prayer suf-
ficiently; they have not read the scrip-
tures and educated their spirits; they
have not drunk in the spirit of the
Gospel. Every young man who has been
taught by his parents to pray in secret,
to mingle with the family in devotion, to
attend meeting and receive the counsels
of the servants of Lord, has grown in the
spirit of the Gospel, and this has given
them a disposition which has impelled
them, as soon as they arrive at a suit-
able age, to move forward in the duties
and responsibilities that they have been
called upon, during this Conference, to
assume. And they will meet with a like
response everywhere from the opposite
sex who are living their religion. If there
is any lack of disposition on the part of
the ladies it is because they are not living
their religion, for the neglect of one duty
leads to the neglect of another, and if

our young men and women fail to make
themselves acquainted with the law of
God they are liable to be led away. Young
men or women seeking the society of the
wicked are soon befogged and led to de-
struction. If the young men of Israel
are not alive to their duties, the young
ladies may be left to wander in the soci-
ety of the ungodly. This happens many
times through the neglect of parents to
impress on the minds of their daugh-
ters the value of the kingdom of heaven
and the value and importance of salva-
tion, exaltation and glory. Through the
neglect of parents in properly educating
their children many of them are now,
perhaps, unable to discern between saint
and sinner, and they would as soon as-
sociate with the wicked and unbelieving
as with the righteous. It is a grievous
sight to those who have labored twenty-
five or thirty years traveling over the
world to preach the gospel and to gather
the people to see the rising generation
without that culture they so much need
to develop within them a love of righ-
teousness, truth, and every holy princi-
ple. There is as great a field for mis-
sionary labor in Utah, as in any part of
the world. There is as great a neces-
sity for preaching here at home in our
settlements, even in some parts of Great
Salt Lake City, as there is in any part of
the world. There are those here who ne-
glect the opportunities offered them and


