HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN, ETC.

Whether it is a credit to me or not,
that is with the Lord, but He has given
me the ability that whenever I have
wished to receive favors from those who
knew me not I have obtained them. I
know it is the custom of many Elders
to say, "I am a 'Mormon' Elder; will you
keep me overnight?" and he is at once
spurned from the doors of the stranger.
Whether it is a credit to me or not, I
never told them I was a "Mormon" Elder
until I got what I wanted. I have thus
stopped at many a house, and had the
privilege of introducing the principles of
our religion, and they have exclaimed,
"Well, if this is Mormonism, my house
shall be your home as long as you stay in
this neighborhood,” when, perhaps, if I
had said, "I am a 'Mormon' Elder" at the
first they would have refused me their
hospitality. I can say to the world they
used me pretty well, and I have no fault
to find with them in this respect. I have
been abused sometimes by priests, but
on such occasions I have ever been ready
to defend the cause of righteousness and
preach the gospel to all. The Elders of
Israel have received more kindness from
the infidel portions of mankind where
they have traveled, than from those who
profess Christianity.

Thousands of the Elders of Israel who
are now occupying these valleys are now
willing, if called upon, to leave their
families and homes to go and preach
the Gospel in all the world, and be
abused, and cast out and suffer poverty
and want for the Gospel's sake. Is not
this a witness that you are right be-
fore God? It is. You are willing to
feed and clothe the needy, and send
means out of your scanty supplies to
foreign lands to gather the poor Saints
from those old countries; and it is mar-
velous in my eyes what the people have
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done within a few months back. About
the 5th of February last we found that
we could only raise about from eight to
nine thousand dollars to send to Europe
for the poor. Elders Hiram B. Clawson
and Wm. C. Staines started for New
York on the 17th of the month. Last Con-
ference I had faith that the Lord would
favor us and multiply means. When we
came to send away the means we had, we
were able to send 25,000 dols. with the
brethren. This means was contributed
in small amounts; but it is marvelous
how it came in. We have exercised faith
in this matter, and now we are able to
send 25,000 dols. more, and we have
not touched a bushel of wheat or a hun-
dred of flour nor an animal that has been
turned in, and the means keep coming
in, and it comes more and more, and they
will continue to give until the emigration
is over. This is a witness to the people
that they are right before high Heaven
in these things, that the Elders are right
in going to preach, that their wives and
mothers and daughters are right in pre-
serving their means and property from
wasting in the absence of their natural
guardians. They are right if they delight
in coming to meeting to partake of the
sacrament, and to bow down before the
Lord and worship Him. They are right
in feeding the poor and in paying their
tithing.

I will here say to the Latter-day
Saints, if you will feed the poor with
a willing heart and ready hand neither
you nor your children will ever be found
begging bread. In these things the peo-
ple are right; they are right in estab-
lishing Female Relief Societies, that the
hearts of the widow and the orphan may
be made glad by the blessings which
are so abundantly and so freely poured
out upon them. And, inasmuch as we



