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of Jesus? Would you leave your homes
in the distant parts of the city to bear
this witness and attend a meeting to ob-
serve this ordinance? The great major-
ity of this people would do this Sabbath
after Sabbath, month after month, and
year after year, if they were left entirely
to their own choice, without the interfer-
ence of bishops and teachers, while a few
would consider it not convenient to at-
tend meeting, because the witness of the
Spirit is not in them. Again, do we de-
light to call upon the Father in the name
of Jesus—is it our joy and happiness to
do so? Do we believe that He will hear
our prayers, and that we shall receive
benefit from our petitions to Him in the
name of Jesus? Do we rely upon Him,
and are we acquainted with His charac-
ter in the least degree? Have we any
knowledge of Him? Let us answer these
questions in our own minds, that we may
ascertain whether we do delight to bow
down before Him to ask for the things
which we need, and seek unto Him for
His Spirit to guide us, and preserve us
from all danger, that we may not wander
into by and forbidden paths and fall out
by the way, but be kept constantly in the
narrow path which leads to life everlast-
ing. Is it our pleasure to do good to our
fellow creatures, by traveling far away
from our homes and friends to preach
the gospel to a perishing world? This
applies to the Elders of Israel, and also
to the mothers and daughters and sons
of those Elders. Do they delight to part
with their husbands that they may go
and call upon the nations to repent of
their sins? Is it a joy to them to bear
the burdens of a family in the absence
of their husbands, preserving everything
they have left? Is it a pleasure for the
Elders to travel among the nations with-
out purse or scrip, traveling from people

to people, and from neighborhood to
neighborhood, submitting to the finger of
scorn and the abuse of the wicked and
ungodly?

I will here say, however, that I
have been treated kindly when traveling
among strangers to preach this gospel. I
do not know that I ever asked for a meal
of victuals without obtaining it. Still, I
have seen enough from the experience
of others to know the real feelings, and
to understand the desires of the ungodly
concerning the Elders of Israel. They do
not desire them any good.

If you can answer these questions
in the affirmative, it is a testimony to
you that you delight in the things of
God, that you delight in building up
His kingdom, that you delight in the
Zion of the Lord as established in lat-
ter days. The answer of every faithful
heart to these questions is—Yes, I de-
light in these things, and these are so
many evidences that they are of God. Do
we delight to feed the poor and clothe
the naked? We do. I am happy in my
reflections, it is a source of gratification
to contemplate facts as they are, and I
can say of a truth that I have done more,
probably a hundred times over, for my
enemies in feeding, clothing, and lodging
them, and doing them good than they all
ever did for me. Has a minister of re-
ligion ever passed through this country
and been refused the privilege of speak-
ing in any of our places of worship? No.
Can the vilest of the vile enter into a
house belonging to a Latter-day Saint
and complain of suffering for food, and
be turned away unsupplied? It is no mat-
ter whether they are Christian, Pagan,
or Jew, they can tarry overnight and be
made as comfortable as the family can
make them, and they can depart in peace
and safety. Can the Elders of Israel say
this of the world? They cannot.


