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women of that city from sixteen years of
age to twenty-one had been in the hands
of Mormon Elders as wives, how many
would have now been living and honor-
able mothers of a bright, intelligent, and
vigorous race of men and women, that
have met an untimely grave, husband-
less, childless, friendless, disgraced, and
forgotten? Under such circumstances
there would have been now living in
honor, according to moderate calculation,
from two to four hundred thousand fe-
males, whose filthy and corrupted re-
mains are now mingling with the dust of
that sinful city.

This is a waste of life. Who will be
answerable to God in the day of judg-
ment for such acts? The voice of the
Lord is gather out from her, my people,
that ye partake not of her sins nor of
her plagues, and build temples to My
name, and seal up My sons and daugh-
ters to eternal life, to prepare them for
My coming, for "the hour is not yet,
but is nigh at hand, when peace shall
be taken from the earth, and the devil
shall have power over his own domin-
ion. And also the Lord shall have power
over his saints, and shall reign in their
midst, and shall come down in judgment
upon Idumea, or the world." For, behold,
the days are coming in which they shall
say—"Blessed are the barren, and the
wombs that never bare, and the paps
that never gave suck. Then shall they
begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us;
and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do
these things in a green tree, what shall
be done in the dry?" Devouring flames
have already taken hold of the dry tree,
and the hand of God in judgment is be-
ginning to be felt by this nation, and soon
will be upon all nations under heaven.
Who will acknowledge the hand of God in
the sufferings, travails, and deliverance

of this people from the hands of their
persecutors, and His handiwork in sus-
taining them in the wilderness, through
sorrow, affliction, poverty, and wretched-
ness? All the faithful Saints will do it;
but how few outsiders, as we call them,
will stop to pray to God in the name of
Jesus to know if this work is true; they
pass it by as a thing of nought, as un-
worthy of their attention; they are so ab-
sorbed in the affairs of this world that
the preparation for the next scarcely en-
ters into their thoughts, and many of this
class are honorable men.

I rejoice when I contemplate the work
of the last days, and survey the Saints
in their possessions in Utah. I have but
one text which I desire to keep before
them—it is to forsake their sins and be-
come united as one man in the purpose of
all their temporal acts, that their labors
may all center in the building up and
sustaining of God's kingdom instead of
building up the kingdoms of this world.

For their consolation I will say to my
brethren and sisters that we have had
a very happy time on our short visit
in the south, and I think I never ex-
perienced greater peace, sweeter peace,
than I have done on our short visit to
Provo a week ago. We left the city
a week ago last Friday, and returned
again to this city on the Tuesday fol-
lowing. We had a most excellent meet-
ing at American Fork, and everybody
and everything seemed to cry peace on
earth and good will to men. When we
returned home we found rumors that
there had been difficulty in Provo, and
some of the brethren had been killed.
Br. Heber C. Kimball, in conversing
upon this subject in the School of the
Prophets, remarked that the brethren
voted that we should go to Provo and
that the angels of the Lord should


