
162 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

travels of the Saints to bring about the
grand results which they saw they have
not particularly described, for very likely
the minutiae were not revealed to them;
still they plainly saw by the spirit of rev-
elation that the Saints would be gath-
ered in the last days to be perfected
and sanctified to become the bride, the
Lamb's wife. I suppose that the vi-
sions of the Lord and the revelation of
His Spirit given to His faithful people
in former times, relating to the Zion of
the last days, were much the same as
they are when given to His people in our
days. When we first receive the Spirit of
the Gospel we receive great joy therein,
great peace, and great satisfaction to our
minds; and we are carried away in the
Spirit to behold the beauties of Zion, and
to contemplate the mysteries of the king-
dom of God. Our brethren and sisters far
away among the nations, when they re-
ceived the gospel, and the spirit of reve-
lation came upon them, delighted to con-
template the gathering of the Saints, it
was a matter of joy to them to dream
about it and think about it when they
would awake from their slumbers. They
would reflect upon it through the day,
and talk about it in their prayer meet-
ings, and in their prayer circles at home,
the subject of gathering to Zion was con-
stantly before them if they lived so as to
enjoy the spirit of their religion. This
spirit caused their hearts constantly to
rejoice; it was not the journey across
the sea and across the plains that gave
them joy, but it was the contemplation
of Zion in its beauty and glory, for they
could not see the troubles and disap-
pointments, perplexities and vexations
they would have to pass through in gath-
ering to Zion, nor did they think of the
hardships they would have to endure af-
ter they were gathered. So the ancients

viewed the glory of Zion in the last days.

We cannot now administer the fur-
ther ordinances of God in the fullest
sense of the word legally unto the peo-
ple, neither shall we be able to do so un-
til we have a temple built for that pur-
pose. Some may consider that I am no-
tifying our common foe in saying this,
but it is true, notwithstanding, and our
common foe knows it. We must be situ-
ated in local circumstances wherein we
can efficiently administer in those ordi-
nances of the house of God that cannot
be administered to a people while they
are scattered abroad among the nations
of the wicked. The Apostle John no doubt
saw in vision, by the spirit of revela-
tion, Zion in her beauty and perfection,
and that Zion would have to be built
up by the gathering of God's people out
of Babylon. Under the influence of the
same spirit the Psalmist exclaims—"Out
of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God
hath shined." "He shall call to the heav-
ens from above, and to the earth, that he
may judge his people. Gather my saints
together unto me; those that have made
a covenant with me by sacrifice." The
High Priest Caiaphas, under the influ-
ence of the same spirit of prophecy, fore-
told that Jesus should die for the nation;
"and," as John says, "not for that nation
only, but that also he should gather to-
gether in one the children of God that
were scattered abroad." The gathering
previously foretold is now being accom-
plished, and wherever the children of
men are, if there are individuals among
them who would delight to be disciples
of the Lord Jesus, forsake sin and sinful
company and practices, they are called
upon to gather out from the wicked and
assemble themselves together at some
place designated by the finger of the


