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NECESSITY OF PERFORMING THE DUTIES REQUIRED OF
US AND NOT THOSE REQUIRED OF OTHERS—ALL
SHOULD BECOME MORE SPIRITUALLY MINDED.

REMARKS BY ELDER LORENZO SNOW, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY,
OCTOBER 9, 1867.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

Knowing our religion to be true, we
ought to be the most devoted people on
the face of the earth to the cause we
have embraced. Knowing as we do, or
should know, that the gospel we have re-
ceived promises all our hearts can wish
or desire, if we are faithful, we ought
to be very faithful, devoted, energetic,
and ambitious in carrying out the de-
signs and wishes of the Lord, as He re-
veals them from time to time through
His servants. We ought not to be luke-
warm or negligent in attending to our
duties, but with all our might, strength,
and souls we should try to understand
the spirit of our calling and nature of the
work in which we are engaged. When Je-
sus was upon the earth he commanded
his disciples to go forth and preach the
gospel without purse or scrip, taking
no thought beforehand as to what they
should eat or drink, or wherewithal they
should be clothed, but simply go forth
and to testify of those things which had
been revealed to them. In doing this
they secured to themselves the blessings
of the Almighty, and success attended
all their exertions. They were bound
to succeed; no power could cross their
path and prevent them reaping the most
sanguine success, because they went
forth in the strength of the Almighty
to perform His will, and it was His
business to sustain and support them
and to furnish them all the means of

success. Through obedience to the com-
mands of the Lord they secured to them-
selves the blessings of life with the priv-
ilege of coming forth in the morning of
the first resurrection, and they had the
assurance that in their labors no power
on earth could successfully oppose them.
These were the kind of prospects I should
have liked had I been in their position, or
in any other position, for to the thought-
ful mind the idea of ultimate success in
any pursuit is very pleasing. Now, had
the Apostles, instead of doing as they
were commanded, imagined that by do-
ing something else they could have an-
swered the same purpose, they would not
have succeeded so well in their opera-
tions, neither would they have possessed
that assurance of success which, under
all the trials and persecutions to which
they were exposed, was, doubtless, to
them a source of constant pleasure and
satisfaction.

Quite a number of young men have
been called to go to the southern portion
of our Territory for the purpose of de-
veloping the resources thereof and build-
ing up Zion. Now, should they imagine
that they could be as successful by tak-
ing upon themselves a mission similar
to that given by Jesus to his disciples,
they would find themselves very much
mistaken. Had the Apostles or Seven-
ties in the days of Jesus imagined that
they could have fulfilled the missions


