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thirty-three millions of people—a little
more than the whole population of the
United States—and they lost their en-
tire crop. China, however, is favored
with large navigable rivers, some capa-
ble of navigation for over two thousand
miles. There are also many canals and
seaport towns that are used in the coast-
ing trade; the result is that when this
famine came on this province the store-
houses were opened, and the grain or
rice was carried to its inhabitants, and
they were kept from starvation. We are
differently situated. We have no public
storehouses, neither can we bring suffi-
cient provisions from abroad without it
costing more than we are able to pay. A
good many of us claim our descent from
Joseph, who was sold into Egypt. He was
the instrument of the Almighty in sav-
ing the Egyptians, through the interpre-
tation of the King's dream of the seven
fat and the seven lean kine, and the
seven full and the seven blighted ears of
corn. He prescribed the means by which
the storehouses of Egypt were filled with
corn, and when the seven years of famine
came the whole people were actually
saved from death through the wisdom of
Joseph in laying up bread. We expect
to be saviors on Mount Zion in the last
days. We all exercise faith that God may
give to our President wisdom and under-
standing to foresee the evils with which
we may be threatened, and to take mea-
sures to avert them. Suppose that he
comes forward and tells us how to pre-
pare, and we neglect his counsel, then
the watchman is clear, and we are liable
to the dangers and difficulties resulting
from disobedience. If the King of Egypt
had not observed the counsels of Joseph
almost the whole people would have been
destroyed. As it was, those who did not
obey Joseph's counsel were under the ne-

cessity of selling all their property, and
ultimately themselves, for slaves to the
king, in order to obtain that bread which
they could have laid up during the
seven years of plenty, if they had obeyed
Joseph's counsel.

Now, brethren, let us not treat this
subject lightly. If we have been neglect-
ful in times past, let us remember that
we live in a high altitude, in a country
subject to frost and to extreme drouth,
that we have several times lost our crops,
and that we have twice been reduced
to famine or half rations through the
crickets or grasshoppers. Let us heed
the counsel given about storing up pro-
visions, and, instead of freighting our
food away to feed strangers, let us go
to work and build good substantial gra-
naries, and fill them with breadstuff, un-
til every man and woman has enough
on hand to last for seven years. Terri-
ble destruction awaits the wicked. They
will come to us by thousands by-and-
by, saying—"Can you not feed us? Can
you not do something for us?" It is said
by the prophets they shall come bend-
ing, and shall say you are the priests
of the Lord. What priest could admin-
ister greater earthly blessings than food
to the hungry, who have fled from a coun-
try where the sword, famine, and pesti-
lence were sweeping away their thou-
sands? I look upon the subject of storing
grain and other kinds of food as a very
religious matter. How could a man who
was half starved enjoy his religion? How
on the face of the earth could a man en-
joy his religion when he had been told
by the Lord how to prepare for a day of
famine, when, instead of doing so, he had
fooled away that which would have sus-
tained him and his family. I wish our
brethren to lay this matter to heart, and
not rest until they have obeyed this par-
ticular item of counsel.


