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advise our brethren, aside from the ordi-
nary schools, to get up evening reading
classes in all our settlements for the in-
struction of those who cannot attend at
other times. The instruction of our wives
and daughters is of the utmost impor-
tance. The disposition of some to neglect
the education of girls is the extreme of
folly. If we take pains to have the English
language taught correctly to our wives
and daughters, they will teach it to their
children, and this will lay the founda-
tion for the permanent improvement of
the language of the state, of which we
form the nucleus. Some of the ablest
men in the Territory received the most
of their education from their mothers,
and it is said that the President of the
United States was educated by his wife.
I wish to call the attention of the Con-
ference to the text of President Young
in relation to storing our wheat. This
is a question of vast importance. A few
years ago President Young gave coun-
sel to the people of the Territory—most
of whom agreed to it—to lay by seven
years provisions. We were to have com-
menced three years ago, and were to
have laid up one year's bread over and
above the year's supply. The following
year we were to add another year's sup-
ply, and so have continued until we had
our seven years' supply laid up. How
faithful the people have been in keep-
ing this counsel I am not prepared to
say, but I am afraid that few men in Is-
rael, even among those who have raised
breadstuffs and have had the power to
control considerable quantities of it, had
three years' bread laid aside when the
grasshoppers made their descent this
season and swept off half the grains, veg-
etables, and fruit raised in the Terri-
tory, and were prepared, if the whole had
been swept off, to live for the next three

years without laying in more bread. I am
aware that some of our brethren thought
this counsel extravagant; they consid-
ered that it could not be necessary to
lay up such a quantity of bread; and
some of them, instead of getting out lum-
ber and making good substantial bins for
the preservation of their wheat, turned
out their means for teams, and freighted
their bread to the north, to the east, and
to the west; and not only so, but in many
instances they gave it away, if they could
only get half price for hauling it. Hun-
dreds and thousands of sacks of flour
have been hauled away, when it should
have been stored up here against a day
of want. I feel just as keenly on this mat-
ter now as when this counsel was given,
and a little more so, for the army of
the Lord—the grasshoppers—may have
awakened my mind to the importance of
the subject.

All nations have to take more or less
precaution for their general preserva-
tion, and, as they are occasionally vis-
ited with years of scarcity, if they failed
to do so the consequences might be dis-
astrous. We are situated in the heart of
a great desert, surrounded a portion of
the year by impassable mountains. We
have no railroads, no seaports, no great
navigable rivers and canals by which we
can bring provisions from abroad; and
if there had been ten grasshoppers this
year where there was but one every par-
ticle of food raised in the Territory would
have been consumed; then where would
our bread have been? Where could we
have gained our subsistence?

In the empire of China provision
is made for the general preservation,
and one-fifth of the produce of the
country is stored in the public gra-
naries against a day of famine. A
famine occurred not long since in one
of the provinces of China containing


