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truth with which the Lord has blessed
them, but that it is the duty of the
Latter-day Saints, and of all people on
the earth, to make known the good they
possess that all may be benefited and
blessed thereby.

Jesus said, "Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: Be-
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it." He also said, "And
this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent."

Eternal life is what we are all anx-
ious to obtain. All the children of men
on the face of the whole earth are anx-
ious to secure to themselves an eternal
existence in the great hereafter. Even
those who have but a limited idea of the
principles of the gospel look and hope for
a beatitude or heaven hereafter, where
they may dwell eternally in peace and
happiness, free from the power of Satan,
sin, and death. All the people of Chris-
tendom, and perhaps all the generations
of men, have at some time in their lives
felt the spirit of the living God convict-
ing them of sin, and they have felt a de-
sire to learn how they might secure to
themselves eternal lives in the presence
of God.

We read that God created man up-
right, but that he has sought out many
inventions. This is especially true in
regard to religious matters. Instead of
walking according to the precepts and
commandments of God as taught by His
servants holding the Holy Priesthood,
they have done as the Prophet foretold—
taught for the commandments of God
the precepts of men. More particularly
is this the case in our day and genera-
tion, when the Lord has again revealed

Himself and has opened up the dispen-
sation of the fullness of times. We find
a great many religious views, notions,
and opinions upon the face of the earth
at the present time; but in the absence
of truth there is little difference among
them, for they are all wrong. But when
the truth is revealed it is necessary that
mankind should pause, listen, and inves-
tigate, that they may learn whether that
which is proclaimed as truth be so or not,
and if it be, embrace it, and walk con-
tinually according to its precepts, that
they may obtain that exaltation in the
presence of the Father and Son which all
so earnestly desire. What does it mat-
ter to me how eloquent the preacher may
be, how beautiful the theory, or how nice
the principles that are laid before me,
if they are not true? Why should I at-
tach any importance to, or circumscribe
my faith and feelings by that which is
not true, because it is beautiful or plausi-
ble, or because my fathers for hundreds
of years before me have considered it sa-
cred? When the word of God, the truth
from high Heaven, has come, why not re-
pudiate that which is false although con-
travening my early prejudices and the
traditions of my fathers before me? I
know of no reason why we should cling
to the traditions of the fathers, more es-
pecially when we are told by the ora-
cles of God that we have inherited lies
from them. We find this to be true
when we investigate, even with regard
to the scriptures; for by the aid of the
principles now made manifest through
the revelations of the Lord Jesus, we
can understand them as we never under-
stood them before. Why? Because we
have the light of truth, and we see from
the standpoint possessed by the prophets
and Jesus and his apostles; hence the
scriptures open up to our minds a
new and entirely different field to that


