SAINTS IMPROVING SLOWLY, ETC.

they can give anything for the gather-
ing of the poor Saints. I have a word
of consolation for such. You, merchants,
mechanics and farmers; yea, everyone;
let me console you, and say to you, keep
your money, and pay your debts, and buy
your teams, and your farms, and your
goods. You think I am speaking to you
ironically. Well, I acknowledge to you
that I am. You keep all, and do not ap-
ply one dollar for any purpose outside of
your business, and I will promise you,
in the name of the Lord, that you will
be poorer than you would have been if
you had given of your substance to the
poor. Do you consider these hard words?
They are true words. The earth is the
Lord's and the fullness thereof, the gold
and the silver are all his; and he throws
up the precious metals to view whenever
he pleases, and when he pleases he sends
his messengers to hide them in the bow-
els of the earth, beyond the reach of man.
He also closes the eyes of wicked gold
hunters, that they cannot see them; but
they walk over them, and leave them for
the righteous to gather in the due time
of the Lord. Now, you who think that
you must keep your means and that you
cannot spare a portion to gather the poor
another year, remember that you will not
get rich by so doing. You may ask what I
am going to do? I am going to get rich, for
I calculate to give considerably more to
gather the poor than any other man; be-
cause I want to be richer than any other
man. I want more, because I believe 1
know what to do with it better than most
of men.

These are a few words of conso-
lation to the brethren who wish to
keep their riches, and with them I
promise you leanness of soul, dark-
ness of mind, narrow and contracted
hearts, and the bowels of your com-
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passion will be shut up, and by and by
you will be overcome with the spirit of
apostasy and forsake your God and your
brethren.

I see around me a great people.
Joseph Smith was called of God, and
sent to lay the foundation of this latter-
day kingdom. He presided over this
people fourteen years. Then he was
martyred. Since that time your hum-
ble servant has presided over and coun-
seled this people; he has directed the
Twelve Apostles, the Seventies, the High
Priests, and every quorum and depart-
ment of the Melchizedek and Aaronic
Priesthoods, guiding them through the
wilderness where there was no way into
a dry, barren land. For the space of
twenty-four years he has watched over
their interests, holding at bay their ene-
mies, teaching them how to live, and re-
deem this country from the barrenness
and desolation that have, for many gen-
erations, made it unfit for the habitation
of man. What man or woman on the
earth, what spirit in the spirit world can
say truthfully that I ever gave a wrong
word of counsel, or a word of advice that
could not be sanctioned by the heavens?
The success which has attended me in
my presidency is owing to the blessings
and mercy of the Almighty. Why I have
referred to this is to show you that I real-
ize the importance of obeying the words
of the Lord, which he gives through his
acknowledged servants. When revela-
tion is given to any people, they must
walk according to it, or suffer the penalty
which is the punishment of disobedience;
but when the word is, "will you do thus
and so?" "It is the mind and will of God
that you perform such and such a duty;"
the consequences of disobedience are not
so dreadful, as they would be if the word
of the Lord were to be written under the



