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own inclinations. We do this too much
for our good. If the people will live so
as to be directed continually by the light
of the Spirit of the Lord, they never will
go much astray. In many instances our
anxieties, our desires, and our wills are
so great that we actually plead with the
Lord to allow us to bend duty a little
particle for the purpose of accomplishing
what we wish. We are pleased to do this,
and to do evil also, hence "man is born
to trouble, as the sparks fly upward."
We are very prone to wander. Let the
people watch themselves lest they take
a course that will lead them into dark-
ness, and they know not the things of
God, and be left to believe a lie instead
of the truth. What is that which turns
people away from this Church? Very tri-
fling affairs are generally the commence-
ment of their divergence from the right
path. If we follow a compass, the nee-
dle of which does not point correctly, a
very slight deviation in the beginning
will lead us, when we have traveled some
distance, far to one side of the true point
for which we are aiming. When men
take upon themselves strength, depend-
ing upon their own wisdom, light, and
knowledge, saying—"I am right, and I
care not what anybody else says;" and, "I
will do thus and so on my own responsi-
bility," asking no odds of God and His ser-
vants. "If I wish to go to the north, south,
east, or west, or follow this or that em-
ployment, or pursue this or that course
to obtain the necessaries of life, it is my
affair, and I cannot see that any other
man has anything whatever to do with
it." I say, if we thus arrogate to ourselves
strength, wisdom, and power, and think
that we can judge for ourselves in all
things independent of God and His ser-
vants, then are we liable to be led astray.

Every man and woman who walks in the
light of the Lord can see and understand
these things for themselves; but through
our anxiety, and over desire to have our
own way, we often swerve and turn to the
right or to the left of the true line of our
duty. How often have we sealed blessings
of health and life upon our children and
companions in the name of Jesus Christ
and by the authority of the Holy Priest-
hood of the Son of God, and yet our faith
and prayers did not succeed in accom-
plishing the desires of our hearts. Why
is this? In many instances our anxiety
is so great that we do not pause to know
the spirit of revelation and its operations
upon the human mind. We have anxiety
instead of faith. When a man prophe-
cies by the power of the Holy Ghost, his
words will be fulfilled as sure as the Lord
lives; but if he has anxiety in his heart, it
swerves him from the thread of the Holy
Gospel, from the true thread of revela-
tion, so that he is liable to err, and he
prophesies, but it does not come to pass,
he lays his hands upon the sick, but they
are not healed. It is in consequence of
not being completely molded to the will
of God. Do we not realize that this is
so? And do we not realize that we should
constantly strive to live in the counsel
and light of God day by day, and hour
by hour? If we do this we shall certainly
make sure to ourselves a celestial inher-
itance.

We have gathered the best people
from among the nations of the earth, and
yet we are not so good as we should be.
Why are we not as good as we should
be? Because we have eternal light and
knowledge here, and no person is de-
prived of the privilege of asking and re-
ceiving of God for himself, but we do not
all avail ourselves of this great privilege.
We are not like others who are called by


