THE WORD OF WISDOM, ETC.

of circles where the vices of the age flour-
ish the most vigorously, destroying moral
force and the love of truth and virtue,
making education and refinement mere
cloaks to cover sins of the blackest dye.
The great majority of that class of per-
sons appear in society as polished gen-
tlemen, whose suavity of manners would
deceive, if it were possible, the very elect.
They have been educated in our seminar-
ies of learning, and this class of men are
now seeking to denude the Constitution
of the United States of all its protective
and saving powers.

Why all this? They killed the
Prophet. The mob that collected at
Carthage, Illinois, to commit that deed of
blood contained a delegation represent-
ing every State in the Union. Each has
received its blood stain. In the perpe-
tration of this great national sin, they
acted upon their own free volition which
God implanted within them, as much
so as if they had been willing to hear-
ken to the advice of the Prophet and
his friends when they showed them how
to preserve the nation from destruction,
how to do good to all, and how to intro-
duce every holy principle that is calcu-
lated to bless and exalt a people. But,
said they, "we will not hearken to the
counsels of this man;" for, like the Jews
of old, they were afraid if they let him
live he would take away their place and
nation. They not only feared the princi-
ples which he taught, but they feared the
increasing numbers which followed him,;
they feared that if they let him alone
he would incorporate in his religion all
the religion there is that is good for any-
thing, or that is according to the Bible,
and all the honest, truthful, and virtu-
ous of the nation, they feared, would fol-
low him; and they feared that thereby
they would be deprived of their rich
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emoluments and livings, so they con-
cluded to get rid of him by slaying him.
In killing the Prophet Joseph Smith,
they did not kill "Mormonism," and they
cannot Kkill it unless they kill all the
"Mormons," for if they leave a single
Latter-day Saint living he will cry to
the people to repent of their sins and
return to the Lord, and the Lord will
work with him to gather the righteous,
build up His kingdom, build up Zion,
and establish Jerusalem no more to be
thrown down. Well, they will go on
their way, and we will go on ours. If
they had hearkened to the counsel of
Joseph Smith, this nation would have
had no wars; there would have been
no division in the Government, but it
would have gone on in harmony and
prosperity. So this people if they will
take the counsels which the Lord gives
to them through His servants with re-
gard to their grain, and prepare for all
contingencies to which they are subject
in this mountainous country, we shall
never see a famine; but if we neglect
this counsel, refusing to hearken to good
advice, we shall, by taking this course,
bring distress upon ourselves and upon
all who depend upon us for a subsis-
tence. Let us pursue a course to pre-
serve ourselves and avert every calamity.
This we can do. It is not necessary for
calamity to come upon us, if we will only
take a course to prevent it. According to
present appearances, next year we may
expect grasshoppers to eat up nearly
all our crops. But if we have provi-
sions enough to last us another year, we
can say to the grasshoppers—these crea-
tures of God—you are welcome. I have
never yet had a feeling to drive them
from one plant in my garden; but I look
upon them as the armies of the Lord, and
with them it is easy for Him to consume a
great nation. We had better lay up bread



