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rushes, and let them make foot-mats,
and sell them, but do not ask too high
a price for them; do not ask a dollar or
two dollars each for them, for one can
be made in an hour or two. And if the
market should get stocked with them,
get some willows and have willow bas-
kets made, and you can scarcely stock
the market with them, for they wear
out almost as fast as they can be made.
In the spring have these brethren sow
some broom-corn—they will enjoy work-
ing a little out of doors in the nice spring
weather—and then in fall they can make
brooms with the corn. By pursuing this
course a Bishop will soon be able to say,
"I have accomplished a good work; the
brethren and sisters whom I had to help
are now in a condition to help them-
selves." And in a short time, if their la-
bor and time are wisely employed, you
can build for them the finest house in
the ward. You may call it a poorhouse if
you choose, though it should be the best
house in the ward, and there its inmates
can enjoy themselves, the younger ones
can be taught music, and thus a source
of enjoyment be created, as well as be-
ing taught in various kinds of profitable
employment, and the lives of all be made
a blessing to themselves, they being in
the enjoyment of happiness and comfort.
You may think that I am painting a fancy
sketch, but it is practicable, and those
are places I intend to visit by and by.

Now, Bishops, you have smart women
for wives, many of you; let them organize
Female Relief Societies in the various
wards. We have many talented women
among us, and we wish their help in this
matter. Some may think this is a tri-
fling thing, but it is not; and you will
find that the sisters will be the main-
spring of the movement. Give them
the benefit of your wisdom and expe-

rience, give them your influence, guide
and direct them wisely and well and they
will find rooms for the poor, and obtain
the means for supporting them ten times
quicker than even the Bishop could. If
he should go or send to a man for a do-
nation, and if the person thus visited
should happen to be cross or out of tem-
per for some cause, the likelihood is that
while in that state of feeling he would
refuse to give anything, and so a vari-
ety of causes would operate to render the
mission an unsuccessful one. But let a
sister appeal for the relief of suffering
and poverty, and she is almost sure to
be successful, especially if she appeals to
those of her own sex. If you take this
course you will relieve the wants of the
poor a great deal better than they are
now dealt by. We recommend these Fe-
male Relief Societies to be organized im-
mediately.

Another thing I wish to say. You know
that the first Thursday in each month we
hold as a fast day. How many here know
the origin of this day? Before tithing was
paid, the poor were supported by dona-
tions. They came to Joseph and wanted
help, in Kirtland, and he said there
should be a fast day, which was decided
upon. It was to be held once a month,
as it is now, and all that would have
been eaten that day, of flour, or meat, or
butter, or fruit, or anything else, was to
be carried to the fast meeting and put
into the hands of a person selected for
the purpose of taking care of it and dis-
tributing it among the poor. If we were
to do this now faithfully, do you think
the poor would lack for flour, or butter,
or cheese, or meat, or sugar, or anything
they needed to eat? No, there would be
more than could be used by all the poor
among us. It is economy in us to take
this course, and do better by our poor


