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tions of the Lord Jesus, that they were
of the Lord; but they would have to pray
and exercise faith to be able to receive
them, and in some instances some apo-
statized in consequence of revelations
that had been given. This was the case
when the "Vision" was given through
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon.

At that time there was not as many
in the whole Church as there is in this
congregation. Yes, many forsook the
faith when the Lord revealed the fact
to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, as
He did to His ancient Apostles, that all
would receive a salvation except those
who had sinned a sin unto death, of
which the Apostle John said—"I do not
say that ye shall pray for it." I prayed
and reflected about it, and so did oth-
ers. I became satisfied that, when a rev-
elation came to Joseph for the people to
perform any labor or duty, it was their
privilege to go to with their might and do
it collectively and individually, not wait-
ing for the manifestations of the Spirit to
me, but believing that the Prophet knew
more than I knew, that the Lord spoke
through him, and that He could do as He
pleased about speaking to me. This is
a close point; but I will tell you what is
right, what is the duty of the Latter-day
Saints, unless they can, by undeniable
proof, show that the word of the Lord has
not come through the President, they
have no right to hesitate one moment in
performing the duties required of them.
This is the way I understand revela-
tion. It is the privilege of the Latter-day
Saints to know and understand the mind
and will of God concerning them; yea, it
is even the privilege of the wicked world
to know this. The Spirit of the Lord bears
witness to all people according to the
faith, honesty, and humility which dwell

in the individual who hears and in those
who administer the word. In a great
measure it depends upon this with re-
gard to the witness of God to them. It is
hard, however, for people to understand
these things. The intelligence we possess
is from our Father and our God. Every
attribute that is in His character is in
His children in embryo. It is their duty
to improve and develop those attributes;
and it is, consequently, necessary to pay
strict attention to every requirement of
Heaven, that we may better understand
the mind and will of God concerning us
and our duty. If we will live so as to en-
joy the Spirit of revelation, we may know
concerning ourselves and those we pre-
side over.

If the people are ready and prepared
to receive the word of the Lord continu-
ally, it can be given to them. An elder
may declare the truth philosophically,
and the light of Christ may kindle up the
candle of the Lord within those who hear
him, and they see, understand, and are
convicted of its truth, although the elder
who preaches it to them may himself be
void of the Spirit of revelation. Again, a
man may preach to a people whose ears
are closed, and their hearts hardened
against conviction, they will not believe
the gospel, yet the man who testifies to
them may be full of the power of God. For
example, we will say, here is a man on
the right or the left, who declares that he
cannot perform this or that duty unless
he receives a witness to himself, direct
from the Lord, that He requires the duty
at his hands. Upon what principle has
he the right to question any requirement
made by the constituted authority of God
on the earth? Is he entitled to any such
right? He is not. He is not entitled to the
right of bringing up any argument in his


