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when he and Benjamin Clapp first met,
is a very good prayer for us all. It was:
"O, Lord, save us from error." If you
can say no more than this very short
but comprehensive prayer, go down upon
your knees and say it. When you have la-
bored faithfully for years, you will learn
this simple fact—that if your hearts are
aright, and you still continue to be obe-
dient, continue to serve God, continue to
pray, the spirit of revelation will be in
you like a well of water springing up to
everlasting life. Let no person give up
prayer because he has not the spirit of
prayer, neither let any earthly circum-
stance hurry you while in the perfor-
mance of this important duty. By bowing
down before the Lord to ask Him to bless
you, you will simply find this result—
God will multiply blessings on you tem-
porally and spiritually. Let a merchant,
a farmer, a mechanic, any person in busi-
ness, live his religion faithfully, and he
need never lose one minute's sleep by
thinking about his business; he need not
worry in the least, but trust in God, go
to sleep and rest. I say to this people—
pray, and if you cannot do anything else,
read a prayer aloud that your family
may hear it, until you get a worshipping
spirit, and are full of the riches of eter-
nity, then you will be prepared at any
time to lay hands on the sick, or to of-
ficiate in any of the ordinances of this re-
ligion. I do not recollect that I have seen
five minutes since I was baptized that I
have not been ready to preach a funeral
sermon, lay hands on the sick, or to pray
in private or in public. I will tell you the
secret of this. In all your business trans-

actions, words, and communications, if
you commit an overt act, repent of that
immediately, and call upon God to de-
liver you from evil and give you the light
of His spirit. Never do a thing that your
conscience, and the light within you, tell
you is wrong. Never do a wrong, but do
all the good you possibly can. Never do
a thing to mar the peaceable influence
of the Holy Spirit in you; then whatever
you are engaged in—whether in busi-
ness, in the dance, or in the pulpit—
you are ready to officiate at any time
in any of the ordinances of the House
of God. If I commit an overt act, the
Lord knows the integrity of my heart,
and, through sincere repentance, He for-
gives me. Before Joseph's death he had a
revelation concerning myself and others,
which signified that we had passed the
ordeal, and that we should never apos-
tatize from the faith of the holy gospel;
"and," said Joseph, "if there is any dan-
ger of your doing this, the Lord will take
you to Himself forthwith, for you can-
not stray from the truth." When men and
women have traveled to a certain point
in their labors in this life, God sets a seal
upon them that they never can forsake
their God or His kingdom; for, rather
than they should do this, He will at once
take them to Himself. Probably this is so
with many of the elders who are taken
from us, and over whom many ignorantly
mourn. I say, to God give thanks, for
who knows but that had they lived there
might have been trials to pass through
which they could not overcome. It is all
right, blessed be the name of the Lord.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.


