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quarrel is no part of the system, but is
a violation of it, and is the introduction
of discord into that which the Lord in-
tended to harmonize. Plurality of wives
is something a little different from what
our fathers have taught us, and it will
take us a little while to learn this an-
cient scriptural order. You would not find
fault with a little child because it did not
learn the alphabet, spelling lessons, and
get into reading in one day. Let all have
a chance to learn by experience, and by
that which God has revealed in ancient
and modern times, to rule, govern, and
control these great flocks and families so
that they may be worthy to rule in the
Kingdom of God.

There are many curious things writ-
ten in the ancient prophecies and in the
writings of the Psalmist. The people
abroad in the world generally think a
great deal of what David said. There are
some churches so pious that they would
not have a hymn, composed in modern
times, sung by their congregations. They
would think their chapels were polluted
by singing a hymn composed by any poet
or poetess in these days. You may think
I am misrepresenting them, but I am
not. You go to Scotland if you wish
to see the truth of these words. Will
the Scotch Presbyterians permit hymns
of their own composition to be sung in
their sanctuaries? No; what do they
substitute? The Psalms of David—the
man after God's own heart, who was
so righteous when but a boy that God
was with him, and who, long before he
was raised to the throne of Israel, and
while yet a youth, as it were, had eight
wives, and into whose bosom God af-
terwards gave all the wives of his mas-
ter Saul. This man knew how to make
psalms, for he made them by inspiration
for the Scotch Church to sing; he under-

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

stood it, and when he looked upon and
realized what a flock of wives and chil-
dren he had, he no doubt felt a glow
of pleasure in anticipation of the time
when the same order should be estab-
lished among that people who were to
be gathered from all lands. When have
any people ever fulfilled these ancient
prophecies if this people are not doing it
now.

Go back, now, historians, and tell
us what people have ever fulfilled these
sayings, except the Latter-day Saints.
Did the ancient church ever fulfil these
prophecies? No; why not? Because the
dispensation of gathering had not then
come. They were commanded to build
up churches in Rome, Corinth, Gala-
tia, Ephesus, and various parts of the
earth, and when they had built up these
churches they were permitted to stay at
home. David says the people of God
are to be gathered from all lands, and
we see that it was not done by the an-
cient church. Now come down from the
days of the introduction of Christianity
into Palestine to the present period and
place your finger, if you can, on a peo-
ple who have fulfilled these prophecies.
You can find nothing that has had the
appearance of it until the appearance of
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Since his
day you can see what the Lord has done
in sending abroad His missionaries, as
swift messengers, to preach the gospel to
all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peo-
ple, baptizing all who would repent, and
building up churches to His holy name,
then proclaiming in the ears of all the
Saints, "Go from all these nations to the
great western hemisphere, locate your-
selves on the high portions of the North
American Continent in the midst of the
mountains, and be gathered in one, that
you may fulfil the prophecies that have
been uttered concerning you." When we



