EXPERIENCE IN MISSIONARY LABORS, ETC.

I saw that I had not time to reach
Kirtland on foot, as I had been ac-
customed to travel, and consequently
could not thus comply with the re-
quest; but, with a little assistance, I got
into the very first stage that went out,
and started post-haste for Kirtland, and
landed at Willoughby, or what was then
called Chagim, three miles from Kirt-
land, to which I traveled on foot, reach-
ing there on Sunday morning at the very
hour appointed for the meeting, which I
entered, valise in hand, not having had
time to deposit it by the way. There I
met with Joseph, Oliver Cowdery, David
Whitmer, Martin Harris, and others of
the witnesses to the Book of Mormon, be-
sides several of the Twelve who had been
chosen and ordained a short time pre-
vious. They were meeting on that day
in order to be fully organized and qual-
ified for their first mission as a coun-
cil. And, strange to relate, it had been
prophesied in that meeting, and in prior
meetings, I would be there on that day.
They had predicted this, although they
had not heard of me for some time, and
did not know where I was. They knew
I had been in Missouri, and that I had
started from there, several months be-
fore, but the Lord poured out the spirit
of prophecy upon them, and they pre-
dicted I would be there at that meeting.
When they saw me walk into the meet-
ing, many of the Saints could scarcely be-
lieve their own eyes, the prediction was
fulfilled before them so perfectly. I look
at these things as miraculous manifesta-
tions of the Spirit of God.

I was ordained, and went forth with
the Council of the Twelve. We performed
an extended mission through the eastern
States, built up churches, and returned
again to Kirtland.

It is not my intention to give
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many items of our history. I merely
touch upon these points, as they present
themselves to my mind. I have contin-
ued, from that day until the present, to
bear testimony to that which I know to
be true. I do not speak enthusiastically
when I say I KNOW. It is not a spirit
of excitement which prompts me to de-
clare these things, but I testify now, to
that which I know by revelation to me
from heaven, as I have testified to hun-
dreds and thousands of people, both in
America, in England, and on the Conti-
nent in Europe. I know this great work
which you, Latter-day Saints, have re-
ceived, to be the work of Almighty God. I
have the same certainty that I have that
you are now sitting on these seats. This
religion is not a whim; it is not a wild en-
thusiastic creed, invented by human wis-
dom, but the origin of this Church is di-
vine. This book, called the Book of Mor-
mon, God gave, by the inspiration of His
holy Spirit, to Joseph Smith, whom you
and I believe, and not only believe, but
know to be, a prophet. This book I con-
sider the choicest book communicated to
the children of men for many centuries.
The choicest! Why do I say the choic-
est? Are there not many useful and in-
teresting books of great value, contain-
ing much information and many things
of importance, that have been sought out
by the judgment, skill, and learning of
men? Yes; but among all those which
have appeared since the first century
of the Christian era, there is one com-
mon characteristic—viz., they were writ-
ten by the wisdom of man. No doubt, in
many respects, though unknown to their
authors, they were measurably dictated
by the inspiration of the Spirit of the liv-
ing God. But God Himself is the au-
thor of the Book of Mormon. He inspired
the ideas it contains, and gave them



