CONDITION OF THE WORLD AND OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

cutting them off, and sending them to
perdition. The Lord has never dealt with
His people in that way; He is full of mag-
nanimity, kindness, love, and regard for
the human family. We read that the Sav-
ior, while upon the earth, "Was tempted
in all points like unto us, yet without
sin; therefore he is a faithful high priest,
and knows how to deliver those who are
tempted." We have our weaknesses, our
infirmities, follies, and foibles. It is the
intention of the gospel to deliver us from
these; it operates upon the mind and in-
telligence of man, that we may be led
from strength to strength, from intelli-
gence to intelligence, from knowledge to
knowledge, from one degree of faith to
another, victory over one evil and then
over another, until we shall see as we
are seen and know as we are known.
If we make any little stumbles the Sav-
ior acts not as a foolish, vindictive man,
to knock another man down. He is full
of kindness, long-suffering, and forbear-
ance, and treats everybody with kind-
ness and courtesy. These are the feelings
we wish to indulge in and be governed
by; these are the principles, and this is
the spirit that ought to actuate every el-
der in Israel, and by which he ought to
govern his life and actions. Having gath-
ered us together in the position we now
occupy, we are prepared, more or less, to
be governed in regard to other things; we
know that the goal before us is one of the
brightest that has ever attracted the at-
tention of the human mind, one in which
God calculates to elevate and exalt us,
not only on the earth but in the heav-
ens. God has commenced to establish
His kingdom on the earth, and He will
accomplish His own purposes in His own
time, and bring to pass His designs with
regard to a world lying in wickedness.
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We sometimes reflect on the situation
of the world, and feel as though we would
be glad to see them destroyed. Now no
right feeling man has a wish of this kind
in his heart. We should be glad to see in-
iquity destroyed, but unfortunately the
workers of iniquity would have to share
in that catastrophe. We should be glad
to see evil rooted out of the earth, and we
know that if men will not submit to the
law of God, by and by, however painful
it may be, their destruction will be con-
summated, and we know, as has been re-
ferred to, that all governments and king-
doms having the elements of destruction
within themselves, must necessarily dis-
solve, and we know that if we could have
just laws, a just administration—if we
could have the revelations of the great
God for our guide, and men inspired
by God for our rulers, if we could have
what the Israelites prayed for and what
the prophets have prophesied about, the
Lord for our king, the Lord for our judge
and lawgiver, and have Him to reign over
us—there is no right thinking man on
the earth, no matter what his principles
may be, but what would appreciate such
a system of things as that. But they de-
spair of accomplishing it, and they may
well despair, for with the materials that
they have it would be impossible to bring
about such a result. You may take a
graft from any poor tree there is in exis-
tence, and graft it once, or ten thousand
times, and it will still bear its like. But
if you can get a better graft, and have
that implanted there, then you may have
a chance of having better fruit.

The Lord has commenced on this
principle. He has revealed him-
self from the heavens, and has re-
stored correct principles which are cal-
culated to elevate, ennoble, and ex-
alt the human mind, and having com-



