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A remark was made by br. Bywater to
the effect that perhaps one of the weak-
est arguments that could be adduced in
support of any movement amongst us as
a people, was one that touched our tem-
poral affairs, or our pockets. If we were
all perfect this would be a very weak ar-
gument, but we are not, we are very im-
perfect, we are surrounded by all the in-
firmities of human nature, and we ex-
hibit them in the varied actions of life,
and men have to be dealt with as they
are, and not as if they were angels or
the spirits of the just made perfect. We
are surrounded with all our infirmities,
weaknesses, and follies, and, until they
are overcome, we have to be governed,
more or less, on the principle that I have
heard the President express. Says he,
"I would like to lead this people a lit-
tle faster, but, if they will not come up
to my speed, I must make mine corre-
spond with theirs." If he did not do this
he would soon be beyond the reach of
the people, but he has got to be one with
us, and we have got to be one with each
other, and we must all seek to be one
with the Lord.

We have been brought up in error, we
have been born in sin and cradled in in-
iquity, we have sucked in superstition,
folly, and vanity with our mother's milk.
We have scarcely imbibed one principle
that is true and that will stand the test
or scrutiny of eternal truth, and bear
to be compared with the laws of life, as
they emanate from God. The Lord has
to deal with us as He best can, just as
He does with the world. We talk some-
times about the world. What could any
ruler do with a depraved, corrupt world,
with men lost to every sense of propriety,
honor, integrity, and truthfulness, men
wallowing in vice, licentiousness, fraud,
and corruption of every kind? What ruler
could govern such a people? No one,
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unless he listened to correct principles.
The Lord understood this very well when
He commenced gathering people from
among the nations of the earth by the
preaching of the gospel. Says He, "My
sheep hear my voice, and know me, and
follow me, and a stranger will they not
follow, because they know not the voice
of a stranger." God sent forth His ser-
vants to the world to declare the princi-
ples of truth. His sheep heard the voice
of mercy and obeyed the gospel, and the
same spirit and influence that operated
upon them there, operates upon them
here; hence it is that, under the auspices
of the Spirit of God, we were gathered to-
gether; not in a political capacity, but in a
religious capacity. Our moral sense was
appealed to, our love of honesty, truth,
and integrity was appealed to, the light
of the gospel, as it existed in former
days, was made manifest to us, we ad-
mired it, believed in, and obeyed it, and
through obedience, we received a portion
of the Spirit of God, and felt a disposi-
tion to listen to His laws and to be gov-
erned by the principles of truth. And yet
how weak that feeling is still within us!
How frequently those evil propensities
and powers that operated upon us in for-
mer days still operate upon us, and our
minds become befogged, beclouded, and
dimmed by the darkness with which the
enemy of truth seeks to inspire us! How
little we appreciate our relationship to,
and standing before God, and the destiny
that is before us! It is very difficult for us
to comprehend correct principles, and it
is more difficult still to bring ourselves
into subjection to, and to be governed by
them. Hence we have to be treated not
like men but like children. Yet, notwith-
standing the weaknesses and infirmi-
ties of His creatures, neither God nor
His servants feel like destroying them,



