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priesthood is that which the Christian
world do not possess, for they have taken
leave of the kingdom and the priesthood.
Joseph bestowed this priesthood upon
others, and this Church possesses it and
its power, which enables us to detect all
error, and to know what is true.

There are other things I wanted to

talk about, not pertaining to the King-
dom of God on the earth, but to the faith
of this people before God, but I shall
leave this for the present, as I feel that I
have talked as long as is prudent for me.
May the Lord God of Israel bless you, is
my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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I have been pleased whilst listening
to the remarks of br. Eldredge. The
recital of his reasons for receiving the
principles of the gospel forcibly reminded
me of the days of Joseph, and of the ef-
fect which those principles had on my
mind as I heard them proclaimed by
the servant of the Lord. Many of the
principles which he taught were in the
world—they were not new, yet it seemed
as though they had never been thought
of, comprehended, or understood by the
children of men; at least, they had not
been by me. I did not know anything
about God my heavenly Father, nor the
connection which existed between Him
and the children of men, nor the ob-
ject He had in view in sending them
through this earthly probation, until I
learned it from the prophet; and I appre-
hend that this is, to a very great extent,

the case with the world today. I had no
more confidence in Joseph Smith being
a prophet, or in his knowing anything
about religion, than I have now in a jug-
gler or a wandering mountebank. I knew
nothing at all about Joseph, except what
I had heard from his enemies or read in
the papers.

It was not very far—only two or three
counties—from where I was born, in
the State of New York, that this work
took its rise. I had frequently heard
through the religious papers of the mir-
acles that had been performed by the
"Mormons," and I supposed the whole
affair was a great humbug, that the
"Mormons" were fanatics and very bad
people. The days of my youth were
days of religious excitement—the days
of revivals, which so pervaded that sec-
tion of country at that time—and I can
well apprehend the effect these things



