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of whom the Lord had said—"They shall
be called by my name, and I will
save them;" and for generations he had
striven to do so. When pursued by
the hosts of Pharaoh He had delivered
them from Egyptian bondage; He had
destroyed the Hittites and other hea-
then nations, and had given them pos-
session of the land of Canaan, and in
every way had tried to bless them; yet
they would not be blessed, and in the
Prophet Isaiah's writings we read that
they had transgressed the laws, changed
the ordinances, and broken the everlast-
ing covenants. Do you think the Gen-
tile Christian nations have rebelled? I
know they have. Take, for instance, the
sayings of Jesus of Nazareth, the Sav-
ior of the world, as found in this book—
the Bible. He commanded His Apos-
tles to go to all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature, and he
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. How many methods of baptism
were practiced in those days? Just as
many as there were saviors—one. How
many methods of laying on of hands for
the Holy Ghost? One. How many meth-
ods of obtaining the spirit of prophecy
and the gifts of healing and the dis-
cerning of spirits? One. One God, one
faith, and one Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, and one only. Well, the Apostles
went and preached this gospel, yet one
would vary a little on one point, and an-
other on another, and those who took the
gospel and ran here and there would in-
troduce items of doctrine that were al-
together imaginary. Do we find any cu-
rious ideas advanced in our day? Yes,
I can relate a circumstance that I once
heard myself, from one of the first el-
ders in this church. He was preaching
to the people on the principle of adul-
tery, and told them that, according to
the law of the Lord, whosoever commits

adultery shall have his blood shed. But
the idea striking him that millions had
committed this crime whose blood had
never been shed, he thought this could
not be correct, and so to improve it he
said if their blood was not shed in this
life it would be in the resurrection. What
an absurdity! There is no blood there.
Flesh and blood cannot inherit the King-
dom of God. Does not this show to you
how these little things will creep into the
Church? Have we the power and au-
thority and the method of detecting ev-
ery such error? We have. Do you know
what they are? Some of you do, and
if you do not I shall not tell you today.
But we are in possession of the means
by which to detect every error that comes
into the church, and to decide satisfacto-
rily on every point, and to decide what is
and what is not true.

The gospel is a fountain of truth, and
truth is what we are after. We have em-
braced the truth—namely, the gospel of
the son of God. Its first principles are
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, to
repent of our sins, then go down into
the waters of baptism for the remission
of our sins, and have hands laid upon
us for the reception of the Holy Ghost,
which will lead us into all truth. If there
are any of my friends or enemies here
who do not know what "Mormonism" is,
I am telling them. We believe in God our
Father. This leads me right to another
point that I have not much time to talk
about. I recollect preaching once in the
old bowery with regard to our Father and
God, the Being we worship and whom we
think so much of. There was a Baptist
minister present; he was staying at my
house. He was a kind, friendly man, and
was on his way to the gold mines. He
was sitting beside me. I wanted to leave


