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a shilling. But you know when we ex-
ercise faith and influence to induce the
people to take a certain course, they will
not always be satisfied that the result
will be as it is described, until, by ex-
perience, they learn the opposite. There
have been times when we have let the
people do as they had a mind to, without
trying to restrain them by counsel, and
when we had done so, and not sought
with all the power we had to concentrate
them in their dealings and in their faith,
they have met with difficulty and come to
want; but when we hold them together,
and they take our counsel, they always
have plenty. Thank the Lord we do not
suffer for food, and I do not know any-
body who suffers for raiment. We have
plenty of food, and we expect we shall
have.

As I have not appeared before you
since my return from the south until
today, I will say a few words in rela-
tion to that. I designed coming to this
Tabernacle last Sabbath, but my health
would not permit me. I am here today,
however, to present to you my heartfelt
thanks for your faith and confidence in
your leaders. When I returned home I
saw an exceedingly delightful manifes-
tation of the good feelings of the peo-
ple. The greeting we received from thou-
sands of children and grown people, who
lined the sides of the streets, and the
hundreds who came in carriages to meet
us, was very gratifying. When I got home
I felt perfectly peaceable, and not the
least concerned about anybody coming
to injure me. I am not like the monar-
chs of the world, although I have no
doubt there are individuals who would
like to throw me a little lead—I have
had intimations to that effect—but I
am not at all concerned. I am always
prepared. I am always on the watch.
If any man can creep on me, day or

night, he must be exceedingly quick.
Still, I am in the hands of God, and I
have to acknowledge that I am not pre-
served by my own wisdom and watchful-
ness, but it is through the providences
of God. The Lord raises up one here
and pulls down another there. He brings
forth kingdoms and empires, and He sets
monarchs on their thrones through His
providences and at His pleasure. The
Lord has His eye upon all His creatures.
His presence and His influence fill im-
mensity. Understand, Latter-day Saints,
I do not teach you the doctrine that the
center of God is everywhere and His cir-
cumference nowhere. That is false doc-
trine and nonsense. But His influence,
His power, His spirit fill immensity, and
are around about all things, above all
things, beneath all things, and through
all things, and they govern and control
all things, and He watches His creatures
with that minuteness that not a hair of
the head of even a wicked and ungodly
man falls to the ground unnoticed. Now,
permit me to say that through the prov-
idences of God, you and I are, I mean in
our present condition.

Our delegate says he is not fearful
of anything arising in this world to mil-
itate against this work and people, ex-
cept it arises among ourselves. Now, for
your consolation I want to say that we
are not going to commit errors, wrongs,
and sins that will disfellowship us from
the heavens, cut us off from the Holy
Priesthood, and cast us out. I have no
such faith, not a particle of it. There
will be a great many foolish ones, no
doubt. If you and I live to see the
time when the voice is heard, "Behold,
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him," we shall find many right in
the midst of this people without oil in
their lamps; no question of this. But
as for believing that this people will



