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If br. Hooper had accomplished his
wish in saying just what he desired to
say, would he not have been a superior
man? He would. If he were to do so,
he would be about the only man whom
I know who could do so. I am happy to
hear what I have heard from him in his
speaking today, and in our communica-
tions one with the other. Since his re-
turn home it has pleased me more than
anything else in the world concerning
our Delegate to find that the spirit of
faith, humility, and resignation to the
will and providences of God, our Father,
is increasing in him. This pleases me
more than it would to learn that he had
grown exceedingly rich; and, as we pro-
fess to be Latter-day Saints, I rejoice for
myself and for his constituents that the
spirit of the holy gospel is increasing in
him from year to year. I do not say
this to flatter br. Hooper; I am not the
least concerned about it injuring him,
for when a person sees things as they
are, flattery and reproach are all the
same to him, he sees no difference. If
he finds that he is pleasing God and his
brethren, he is exceedingly rejoiced, and
feels an increase of humility and resigna-
tion. When a man is proud and arrogant,
flattery fills him with vanity and injures
him; but it is not so when he is increas-
ing in the faith of God; and I can say of
a truth, according to my understanding

of the spirit of the gospel, that it grows
as fast in Wm. H. Hooper as in any
man I know. He came to this Territory,
as he has said, seventeen years ago next
month; he came as clerk to Ben. Holla-
day. We found him as he was, he found us
as we were. We have lived together many
years, and, notwithstanding his specu-
lations, I learned years and years ago,
through his honesty, uprightness, child-
like feeling, and naturally humble, con-
trite spirit, that there was in him the
germ of truth and salvation. Now he
is our Delegate, and I am really proud
of him, not to detract in the least from
br. Bernhisel, for I am proud of him,
too, as a true gentleman. Br. Hooper
has been fervent in every labor placed
upon him, and he has labored indefatiga-
bly; his tasks have been arduous, yet he
has succeeded to my astonishment and
his own. This is in consequence of his
faith and integrity in the truth that he
has embraced. We sent one delegate to
Congress, who was baptized, confirmed,
and ordained an elder, to my certain
knowledge, for he was ordained under
my hands, and when he got to Congress
I understand he denied being a "Mor-
mon." But br. Hooper, every time he is
asked if he is a Latter-day Saint, replies:
"Yes, and I thank God that I am." By this
course he has won the battle, and he has



