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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO MISSIONARIES GOING
ABROAD.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT
SALT LAKE CITY, APRIL 14, 1867.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

Inasmuch as I am a missionary, and
have been called of God to proclaim the
gospel, I rise here to bear my testimony
in connection with my brethren whom
you have heard speak this day. —We
hear the testimony of brethren brought
up in the Church, as well as the testi-
mony of those who receive the gospel in
other lands and gather with the Church.
They all agree that this is the truth—
the gospel of life and salvation. These
brethren are going to preach, because
they have got the truth and the world are
destitute of it. One of the brethren said
he was going after truth. I would cor-
rect him, and say he has got truth, and
is going to carry to others who have it
not. You are not going to England, Scot-
land, or to the Continent for truth, but
to carry truth to people who sit in dark-
ness and in the regions of the shadow
of death. I am a missionary called to
preach the gospel, and I am going on a
mission; not that I have been lately con-
verted, but I feel to go and strengthen my
brethren, and I am going on a preach-
ing tour for that purpose. There is no
place on this earth where greater good
can be done than here, preaching the
gospel to this people and getting them
to be Saints indeed. I would say to
my young friends and to the middle-
aged brethren, though I believe all who
are going may be called young men,
that if you go on a mission to preach

the gospel with lightness and frivolity in
your hearts, looking for this and that,
and to learn what is in the world, and
not having your minds riveted—yes, I
may say riveted—on the cross of Christ,
you will go and return in vain. Go forth
weeping, bearing precious seed, full of
the power of God, and full of faith to
heal the sick even by the touch of your
hand, rebuking and casting out foul spir-
its, and causing the poor among men to
rejoice, and you will return bringing your
sheaves with you. If you do not go in this
way your mission will not be very prof-
itable to yourselves nor to the people. I
wish you to bear this in mind. We do not
send these elders forth for political pur-
poses; we have nothing to do with the po-
litical world. Neither do we wish them
to go for two or three years to learn what
is transpiring in the scientific world. If
they wish to study the sciences, they can
do that at home. We have an abundance
of scientific men among us. If you wish to
know what is going on in theaters, do not
go to theaters to learn, but wait until you
come back to our own. I am simply giv-
ing you a word of counsel. This is as good
a time to do it as when you assemble to-
gether to receive your parting blessing.
We do not send you for any of these pur-
poses, but to preach the gospel. Let your
minds be centered on your missions,



