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It is certainly good to receive instruc-
tions from fathers in Israel, and the kind
of instruction which is most desirable is
that pertaining to our everyday life, for a
great share of the unhappiness and mis-
ery of the world is the result of igno-
rance. Many people do not know how to
enjoy the blessings they receive. When
they have comforts around them they
make themselves miserable longing for
something in the distance and beyond
their reach; something imaginary, and
often not really necessary. It is the duty
of every person to cultivate the spirit of
contentment, and, no matter what our
condition in life may be, we should be
sure to do right, be contented, and trust
in God to improve it. When we are placed
in uncomfortable circumstances—for in-
stance, when we lack the necessaries and
comforts of life, we are apt to give way
to a spirit of discontentment, when, per-
adventure, if we understood the provi-
dences of the Almighty we should find
that they are to give us an experience we
could not otherwise attain to, and which
is necessary to prepare us for the perfor-
mance of greater duties which may be re-
quired of us.

President Kimball's remarks in re-
lation to going with his boys, and
teaching them how to work, were
excellent; and one of the greatest
blessings that a man has bestowed

upon him on earth is that of being with
his family. A great many do not appre-
ciate it, but the privilege of being with
one's family, and teaching them the prin-
ciples of truth and how to become use-
ful in life, cannot be too highly prized.
The Presidency and numbers of the el-
ders have so many responsibilities of a
public nature resting upon them, that
they are deprived, to a great extent,
of that association with their families
which is necessary to enable them to
instruct them personally, consequently
they have to leave it to others. Pres-
ident Kimball told us that if he hired
a man to work for him he had to show
him which was the top end of a straw.
My family, once during my absence, em-
ployed a man to work in the garden.
They gave him a lot of cabbages, turnips,
onions, and carrots to set out for the rais-
ing of seed. He set everyone of them
into the ground with the roots up. When
the ladies came to see what was done,
they gave him a lecture on the subject
that he remembered, and he learned to
do such work properly. A great many
of our people have been gathered from
the various nations of Europe, and while
there the majority of them were opera-
tives in factories, or engaged in different
mechanical pursuits, and never planted
an onion, carrot, turnip, or parsnip in
their lives, and have no idea of the pro-
cess, consequently, when they gather


