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exercise all the power you possess to
abridge such influence; destroy it if you
can. I calculate to take this course my-
self.

There are a few of the Latter-day
Saints here today; only just a few,
scarcely any from the country. You
know we are estimated variously, some
say 80,000, some 100,000, some 150,000;
but, to tell you the secret, I do not want
anybody to know our number. I do not
want to number Israel yet. I am very
frequently asked the question by politi-
cal men, "How many do the Latter-day
Saints number in the mountains?" My
invariable reply is that we have enough
to make a Territory. I wish the Latter-
day Saints to increase and multiply. It
has been said to me—"Why do you not
call men to go on missions to preach the
gospel in order to swell the ranks of the
Saints?" I will tell you what my feelings
are with regard to the Latter-day Saints
increasing. One of these young men or
girls around me here today, born and
brought up in the Church, is worth, as
a general thing, far more than those who
come into the Church with all their tra-
ditions when we go preaching. I recollect
the stand I took when I was in England
or whenever I was out preaching. When-
ever a man would transgress we would
talk with and persuade him to forsake
evil, and he would confess and say, "I will
do so no more," but by and by we would
have occasion to call him up again, and
I felt and said that "I would rather con-
vert two men or women who never heard
the gospel than attempt to make righ-
teous men or women of those who know
the way but will not walk in it."

We wish the brethren to understand
the facts just as they are; that is,
there is neither man nor woman in

this Church who is not on a mission.
That mission will last as long as they
live, and it is to do good, to promote
righteousness, to teach the principles of
truth, and to prevail upon themselves
and everybody around them to live those
principles that they may obtain eternal
life. This is the mission of every Latter-
day Saint. I talked to the sisters yester-
day; I can talk to the brethren today on
the same principle—there is not a man
in this Church but what is capable of do-
ing good if he has a mind to do so. Here
are Elders who say, "I want a mission;
I want to go and preach; I want to be
ordained a Seventy, or a High Priest,"
or something or other. I will tell you
what you really need. You need eyes
to see things as they are and to know
your standing before God and the peo-
ple. This is what the elders need. To
go and preach, or to be ordained into
the quorums of the Seventies, does not
make good men of them, if they are not
so before. The ordination of a man to
the High Priest's quorum does not make
him a good man. Let every elder, priest,
teacher, and deacon set that example be-
fore his family, his brethren, and the
world, that the nations of the earth will
hear of the good works of the Latter-
day Saints, that the honest in heart may
be constrained to say—"We are going up
to Zion to join this people, of whom we
hear nothing but that they are honest,
upright, industrious, frugal, and intel-
ligent. Let us go up and join this peo-
ple against whom so much has hereto-
fore been said."

Will you do this, priests, teach-
ers, and deacons? Will you do
this, Elders of Israel, Seventies, High
Priests, and Apostles? Will you live
so that the report may go out from
this time from Utah Territory that
the Latter-day Saints are perfect ex-
amples for the nations of the earth?


