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come when God will slay the wicked, and
when He will call His people by another
name. How will these words of the an-
cient prophets be fulfilled? By our lis-
tening to the counsel of him whom he
has placed to preside over us, and being
guided in wisdom in all things. When we
do this we will be a mighty and a pow-
erful people, and President Young will
be what he ought to be today, the head
of this people, the mouthpiece of God
in our midst; and when his counsel is
given it will be listened to by all Israel;
no one will disobey from one end of the
land to the other. How much good could
be accomplished if this were the case!
What mighty labors could be achieved if
this people were in this condition today.
What hinders it being so? Nothing but
the disposition within us to be careless
and indifferent to the principles taught
us.

This condition of things will be
brought about, and it might be more
rapidly than it is if the people would be
obedient and diligent in carrying out the
counsels given to them. All within the
sound of my voice, probably, have heard
that Israel, in the days of Moses, were
commanded to sprinkle their doorposts
with the blood of a lamb, that they might
escape destruction; now if we had been
told that Israel were destroyed because
they paid no regard to this instruction,
who among us would not have said, How
foolish Israel must have been to have
suffered destruction rather than do such
a simple thing as this! Yet what has
God said to us in these days with regard
to the Word of Wisdom? He has said
that "all saints who remember to keep
and do these sayings, and walk in obedi-
ence to the commandments, shall receive
health to their navel and marrow to their
bones; And shall find wisdom and great
treasures of knowledge, even hidden

treasures; And they shall run and not
be weary, and walk and not faint. And
I, the Lord, give them a promise, that
the destroying angel shall pass by them,
as the children of Israel, and not slay
them." Here is a promise that the Lord
has given to us on condition that we obey
this requirement, or rather this coun-
sel. It is wise counsel; we have proved
its wisdom. What has disobedience to
this counsel done for this people? It
has made us in many respects, to a cer-
tain extent, subject to our enemies. How
many called Latter-day Saints, through
disobedience to the Word of Wisdom,
have been led away to California and
other places where they could obtain
these things which they thought so nec-
essary to their comfort, but which God
had counseled them to forsake? A great
many have been led away through this;
and every time we disobey this counsel
we bring ourselves more completely un-
der bondage to our own appetites and to
the enemies of the Kingdom of God.

As a people we should arise, and with
one effort say we will follow the exam-
ple, in this respect, of him who leads us.
Does President Young drink tea, or cof-
fee, or liquor, or chew tobacco? No; his
life is exemplary, and we should copy af-
ter it. There is no man among us more
exemplary in these things than he is;
and it is a shame to us, as a people, if
we do not follow his wise example. The
Lord is bearing testimony to us through
His Spirit, that we should carry these
things into effect; and I trust that the
people from one end of the Territory to
the other, will manifest by their future
course that they will observe the counsel
that has been given at this Conference,
and thus seek to be one with the Pres-
ident. There is no need to disguise the
fact that he is anxious to have us subject


