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obedience to the counsels which God has
revealed through His servants. If there
is anything on the earth that will con-
tinue to add distinction and power to us,
and elevate us and make us strong and
mighty, it is an increase of this obedience
which has already given us this distinc-
tion.

I have thought considerably since we
have been together of the counsels which
have been given to us, and of the ac-
tion of the people in the past. There
was a time when every Latter-day Saint
who had the spirit of his religion felt
as though he wished to devote himself
and all that he had to the upbuilding of
the Kingdom of God. This feeling doubt-
less predominates today, but it has been
partially buried up and covered by other
feelings—the love of gain, the desire to
acquire property, and feelings akin to
these. There was a law revealed to us—
the law of consecration—through obedi-
ence to which every man expected to
hold all that he possessed subject to the
dictation of the servants of God. It is
right that we should recollect this law,
and continually seek to carry it out. We
should feel that we are placed as stew-
ards over the property God has placed in
our hands, and that all we have is sub-
ject primarily to the counsels of God's
servant, and that before we take any
step of importance it is our duty to seek
counsel from him who has the right to
counsel. Imagine the power there would
be in this Territory, and it would be
felt throughout the nations of the earth,
if this entire people, from Bear Lake
Valley in the north to the settlements
on the Muddy in the south, were thus
united, holding themselves and all the
wealth that God has so bountifully be-
stowed upon them, subject to the coun-
sel that God has placed in His Church.
What would be the effect of this?

If you will allow your minds to expand
you may be able to contemplate to some
small extent the great results that would
follow such a concentration of action on
the part of this people. Is it the will of
God that it should be so? It is.

The Lord has placed a man at our
head upon whom He has bestowed great
wisdom. There has never been a time
when he has lacked the wisdom neces-
sary to guide all the affairs of the King-
dom of God. Joseph of old had wisdom
given to him by which he was enabled to
save Egypt. God has given to us a leader
who has wisdom equal to any emergency,
and if we will be obedient to his coun-
sels we shall realize as great salvation
as was wrought out by Joseph for those
with whom he was associated. Herein
we possess advantages not possessed by
other people; we have revelation to guide
us, we have the word of the Lord in our
midst; we are not dependent upon man's
wisdom, nor upon human plans, but we
have the wisdom of eternity manifested
through the servants of God to guide us.
We have the opportunity of building up
the Kingdom of God and of carrying out
the designs of heaven according to His
plan; and if we will do so we shall ful-
fil the word of the Lord given anciently,
when speaking of and comparing his peo-
ple with the people of the world. Said
he, "My servants shall eat, and you shall
be hungry: my servants shall drink, but
ye shall be thirsty: my servants shall re-
joice, but you shall be ashamed: my ser-
vants shall sing with gladness of heart,
but you shall sorrow with sadness of
heart, and howl with vexation of spirit.
And ye shall leave your name as a curse
to my chosen: for the Lord God shall slay
thee, and call His servants by another
name."

It seems as though the day had


