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it is a good building, has excellent ma-
chinery, is capable of making consider-
able yarn, and is calculated to promote
the growth of cotton and to render the
settlements permanent. We did not visit
Kane County, but understood that the
settlers there had suffered considerably
from floods in the Rio Virgin destroy-
ing the dams and washing away fields
and orchards. Many of the Saints from
Kane County attended Conference at St.
George, and rejoiced in the instructions
that were given.

I will say that, so far as I am con-
cerned, I was not annoyed during the
whole journey by being compelled, or
even required by gallantry or common
courtesy, to take tea or coffee. The
brethren of the party observed the Word
of Wisdom in this respect, and wherever
we went we found the feeling to do the
same general among the people. Some
of the brethren who had long been in
the habit of chewing tobacco found it un-
pleasant, but as a general thing they
were reflecting on the subject, and were
disposed in good faith and with deter-
mination to do right. President Young
and his brethren were received at every
place with demonstrations of joy, grati-
tude, and pleasure. The meetings were
crowded, and every building and bowery
we assembled in seemed to be too small.
It was astonishing where so many people
came from. We realized that our settle-
ments were increasing, and that our in-
stitutions were favorable to the increase
of population. Still there is room for
more, for all were busy and had more
than they could do, and there are yet
many ways in which labor can be advan-
tageously employed in building towns,
cities, schoolhouses, and in making other
improvements.

With this view of the subject I can

but express my thanks to God for all
the drawbacks peculiar to our location
here—the mountains, perpetual snows,
the deserts, the barren sage plains, the
sand hills, the noxious mineral in the
soil, and the uncertainty of the climate,
for they help to isolate and shelter us
from our enemies; for, for some cause,
from the time we commenced to preach
the principles of the gospel of Christ it
has been the fixed determination of our
enemies to destroy us, and they have
sought every occasion against us. Wher-
ever we have lived we have been law-
abiding, still we have been subjected to
the power of mobocracy. Mobocrats have
robbed us of our inheritances, and have
driven us from place to place, but here,
while we have to contend with the sand,
rebuild our dams, and to irrigate every
particle of vegetation that we raise for
our sustenance, we are no longer subject
to their molestation. Like the fabled fox
in the brambles, I rejoice at these diffi-
culties. The fox had been chased by the
dogs, and he escaped to the brambles;
he found himself in a rather thorny po-
sition, but consoled himself with the re-
flection that though the thorns tore his
skin a little they kept off the dogs. So it
is with us. These mountains and deserts,
with their changeable climate and the
great difficulty and immense labor nec-
essary for us to endure and perform in
order to sustain ourselves, keep off those
who would rob and deprive us of the com-
forts of life; and every man of reflection
who passes through this country is apt to
say—"This country is just fit for the Mor-
mons; nobody else wants to live in it."

To be sure men might come into
your garden and partake of your straw-
berries and other fruits, and see-
ing what a nice little spot you had


