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will say that is becoming easier and more
congenial to the minds of the people ev-
ery year, and they pay it with a glad
heart. This is a blessing to them. Let
me say to you, just what the Lord re-
quires of you, if you would only do it.
He requires at our hands, each and ev-
ery one of us, to begin and sustain the
Kingdom of God, and to withdraw from
the world and the business of the world.
If our neighbors want our flour, let them
come here to buy it, pay a good fair price
for it, and take it away, but never carry
it to them—never, never, no, never! If
we want goods, hats, boots, shoes, bon-
nets, coats, and so forth, we should send
Latter-day Saints, Elders of Israel, with
our money to markets where they have
them for sale, and purchase them and
bring them here; and we should buy of
our brethren, and sustain the Kingdom
of God. I say this is the mind and the
will of God concerning this people, if they
will hearken to it. Purchase no more of
your enemies. I read a revelation here on
this subject a few weeks since, given in
Jackson County, Missouri, commanding
br. Gilbert to go and purchase goods and
sell them to the Saints without fraud. I
will take the liberty of saying that I con-
sider some of our own merchants do not
come up to the requirements of this rev-
elation, for they would sell to the Latter-
day Saints a piece of goods worth fifty
cents for a thousand dollars if they could
get it, without any regard to truth, righ-
teousness, or justice, or the building up
of anybody on God's earth but them-
selves. This is the case with some of our
own merchants, while there are others
who deal fairer. There are some amongst
us who would not speculate, had they
all the opportunity in the world, as
much as some who are called Latter-day
Saints. All this is true, but we can-

not begin to point out and individualize;
that will not do here. But it is the will of
the Lord that you and I live within our-
selves.

Do you recollect that I made mention
of our government yesterday? We have
sued to them many times for our rights.
We have asked for bread, and they have
given us a stone; we have asked for a
fish, and they have given us a serpent;
we have asked for an egg, and they have
given us a scorpion; so we have got to live
within ourselves and trust in God. We
will pay our taxes and we will pay our
tithing. But there are some among us
who, probably, would like to meddle with
our tithing. I wonder if they would like
to meddle with the tithing that is paid
to build churches in the east, and with
the donations made for that purpose? I
wonder if they would not like to legis-
late upon them, and see who has been
paying donations to build this church or
that schoolhouse or academy. I wonder
if they would not like to legislate as they
do about schools for the freedmen. I sup-
pose it will not be long before they will
want to dictate in some other places, and
say how much shall be raised for schools
and so forth; and I suppose it will be but
a little while before some of those offi-
cious characters will determine the num-
ber of beans that brother Kimball and I
shall have in our porridge, and whether
they shall be white or black. I think, if
some of them had their way, they would
have them all black.

I have told you some few things with
regard to the Temple. We want the taber-
nacle finished, and when a man is asked
to go and work on it, do not begin to
make a wry face, and say, "I have got
so much work to do." When you carpen-
ters are asked to go and help to fin-
ish it, so that we can hold our October


