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merchants and speculators, at any
price they had a mind to give, and
the whole community have been in-

jured thereby. May the Lord bless all Is-
rael. Amen.
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I do not know that I have ever seen a
better time to preach the gospel than the
present since I have been in the Church.
I have not come to this Conference to
preach, particularly, but to hear and to
learn, yet, as I have the privilege given
me to speak, I am very thankful to bear
my testimony to the truth, as it has been
revealed from the heavens. I have had
many reflections since attending Confer-
ence, upon the text given to the Elders
of Israel to preach from. It is before
me all the time. It is a common cus-
tom with some to criticize the remarks
made by the brethren while speaking.
Some will think a speaker has been in-
teresting, while others will consider that
his remarks were well enough but with-
out point. I am happy to say that the
"point" is already made so far as I am
concerned. It is "to be one" in every-
thing that pertains to the building up of
the Kingdom of God. And if we are to
believe what we have heard during this
Conference it is to be one in keeping the
Word of Wisdom, and in living by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of
the Almighty through His servants. It is

true that we have heard this for years,
and it will have to be sounded in our ears
until we are one in Christ as He is one
with the Father.

We have been taught during this Con-
ference to dispense with everything in
eating, drinking, and wearing that is not
in accordance with the will of God; and I
do not know what greater things could be
taught to the Latter-day Saints. We all
know that there are a great many things
that we now eat, drink, and wear, with
which we could dispense to our own ad-
vantage, but because one has a thing an-
other must have it too, and there is no
peace until all these wants are supplied.

Talking about happiness, I told a lady
today at noon that we, generally, are
very ignorant of it. We think that a
good bonnet, hat, a fine coat, a good cup
of tea, or a pipe of tobacco to smoke
will make us happy, but it is a mis-
taken notion. God never ordained such
things for that purpose. We can be happy
only in keeping the commandments of
God and in being wholly devoted to
the things of His Kingdom. Some of
our Elders think if they were sent on


