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final veto upon, and if you undertake to
pick it up you would say, "it stinks so that
I cannot." I do not know that there are
many such Elders, but if there should
happen to be one here, it would be well
for him to reflect that right here at the
Deseret News printing office br. Kelly
has the standard works of the Church
for sale, and I would like every Elder
in Israel to place a full set of them in
the hands of his children; but especially,
and above all others, the Bible, Book of
Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. I want to find them in ev-
ery house. And when I go to a meet-
inghouse to preach I want the Bishop to
have them on the stand, and the better
they are bound and the nicer they look
the more they please me. I do not wish
to see these sacred books so dirty that
you cannot read them, nor so shattered
by time and bad usage that you cannot
find a passage you wish to read because
it is torn out. Where there are meet-
inghouses without them I recommend, if
necessary, that collections be taken up
to procure them. When stopping at the
houses of the brethren, instead of the
works of the Church I will probably find
"Cresswell's Eulogy on the Life of Henry
Winter Davis." "How did this get here?"
I inquire. "Oh, why, br. Hooper sent
it, and it is a very nice work," is the re-
ply. "Have you the Juvenile Instructor?"
"No." "Why, your children are big enough
to read it, and it is one of the finest
written things imaginable, and there is
scarcely a syllable in it but what is use-
ful. How do you manage to keep your
children at home without something to
interest them? Do you take the Deseret
News?" "No, they stopped publishing the
sermons, so I concluded that I would do
without it." "Do you take the Daily Tele-

graph?" "I did take it, but I did not pay
for it, and the editor got out of patience
at having to furnish it for nothing, and
he stopped it. I felt insulted, and would
not take it any more." "Do you send to
the States for books?" "No." So the chil-
dren are learning nothing at all, and the
only chance for them to have a little ex-
citement is to get some corn and play at
three men morris.

Brethren, make your homes attrac-
tive. Procure the Deseret News and the
Juvenile Instructor, and let your children
read the sermons and articles printed
there, and read them yourselves, you are
none of you too old to learn. If you want
light reading do not send to the States
for it, but support that which is got up
here. "Well, really, br. Smith, I cannot
afford it." Cannot afford it? How much
does your tobacco cost you a year? That
nasty, filthy stuff, the use of which is in
violation of the laws of God, reason, good
sense, and decency, and which makes
your wife an eternal amount of work,
cleaning up after you. That alone costs
you enough in the year to furnish your
children schoolbooks and to pay their
school bills.

I really believe there is enough money
paid out among us for tobacco to sup-
port all the schools in the Territory. A
good many of our brethren are like the
man who was making up his outfit for
the gold mines. Said he, "I will take
fifty pounds of flour and ten gallons of
whiskey." What else? "I will take ten
pounds of tobacco." What more? "Some
more whiskey." I am sorry to say that
some of our Elders, some of the very men
whose school bills are unpaid, use this
whiskey. I can have a great deal of pa-
tience with tea and coffee, because they
do not kill a man outright, but whiskey


