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benefit to the community, but as it
turned out it educated us into the idea
that we must buy what we needed from
abroad. In 1857, I could get the flax I
raised worked up; folks would take care
of it. In the spring of 1858, I put into the
hands of a man four and a half bushels
of flax seed, gave him a good piece of
land, and told him there was a chance
for him to raise a fine crop of flax. The
first thing I knew about it was that the
flax was gathered, but the man told he
had not time to attend to it; he had been
to Camp Floyd trading a little, he had
let it all rot, but nobody would swingle,
break, or work it out, because it was so
much easier and cheaper to do some kind
of trading and get a little of something
out of the store. Now, had we, when
means came into our hands, at that pe-
riod or any other, taken the advice given,
and invested it in machinery, we should
not only have been able to supply our
future wants at home, but should have
kept plenty of money in our own country.

To show you the zeal with which the
authorities of the church have endeav-
ored to promote home manufactures, I
have only to refer you to the establish-
ment of the mission in Southern Utah.
It was a barren desolate country, and
possessed of but a small amount of soil
adapted to raising cotton. When Pres-
ident Young sent brethren on that mis-
sion he said, "You will yet see cotton
cloth sold in this city for a dollar a
yard." Who on the face of the earth be-
lieved him? Said the people, "You are
a prophet, we guess, but you are mis-
taken this time." But how long was it
before his words were verified? Only
a short time. He immediately started
a cotton factory here and another at
Parowan, and brother Houtz started one
at Springville. These mills have been

in operation almost from that day to this,
and have turned out a great many thou-
sand bunches of cotton yarn. Besides
that, a great deal has been worked up by
hand, and a good many machines called
plantation spinners have been brought
in for that purpose. All this cotton, be-
sides a considerable quantity which has
been sent to San Francisco and to the
States, and sold at paying rates, has
been raised in this Territory; and yet
men will come along and tell you that the
cotton mission was a failure. What could
we have done if it had not been estab-
lished? I tell, you, brethren and sisters,
that thousands would have gone naked if
God had not showered down clothing to
us as He did manna to the children of Is-
rael. Still, some say, "It cost a great deal
to start the mission, and the brethren do
not get rich, but many of them are still
very poor." Did we come into this church
to make money and to get fine clothes,
or to work out our salvation by estab-
lishing and building up the kingdom of
God? As Elders of Israel and as Saints
the latter is our mission; and our effort
from the beginning to the present time
has been to render the kingdom of God
self-sustaining. The way to do so has
been portrayed before us, and the ques-
tion with each one of us ought to be—
"What can I do for the greatest advance-
ment of Israel?"

Some two years, or a year and a half
ago, the President gave instructions to
every one of the Bishops to sow a piece
of rye in order to supply the sisters with
rye straw to make hats for the men
and bonnets for themselves. Had that
been carried out by the Bishops and the
sisters in good faith there would have
been in this hall today two thousand
ladies wearing homemade straw hats,
the work of their own hands; and the


