HOME MANUFACTURES, ETC.

there is greater responsibility in one case
than in the other.

My mind rolls back to the Spring of
the year 1857. You recollect that about
ten years ago, some time in July, we
got information that the mails were all
stopped. We had not had them very of-
ten up to that period, not above four or
five times a year, but at that time we
had got a monthly mail established, and
it was running punctually. The news
came that the Administration then in
power at Washington had stopped the
mails, and had determined to send a
formidable army to Utah. It looked a
rather serious affair, for almost every
time of persecution against the Saints
had been inaugurated by the stoppage
of the mail. As messengers brought in
the papers we found that preparations
were making to send immense armies to
Utah. What for? Why, some renegade
of a judge had spread the information
that the Utah library was burned, that
the court records were all destroyed, and
that the people here had declared them-
selves independent of the United States.
In confirmation of this, the Legislature
of Utah had sent a petition to the Fed-
eral Government asking them to send
good men here for officers! That was con-
sidered to be very near treason or re-
bellion, and on that ground our coun-
try was to be invaded or occupied by
an army. The plains were darkened
with wagons, six thousand having been
started for Utah by one company, be-
sides several thousands by the Govern-
ment. There were also swarms of sol-
diers, and immense numbers of those
carrion birds—gamblers and blacklegs,
that always follow an army. We well
remember this, and we also remember
that in the providence of God it was
all overruled without the shedding of
blood; and how, when they got here,
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or into the vicinity, they sent on their
messenger to ask permission to come in,
and to ask for quarters in the country;
and how they found, on examination,
that the library and records and every-
thing were safe, and the whole thing had
been based on falsehood. We remember,
too, that when the bottom fell out, the
Administration scattered themselves to
the four winds of heaven as quick as pos-
sible, and got out of the scrape as best
they could.

This is well known as a matter of his-
tory. But what I wish to dwell upon
is, that previous to that time we had
exerted ourselves to raise wool. Every
man that could was determined to raise
sheep, and every woman that could was
ready to use a spindle, distaff, or loom, if
she could get one, no matter how rude it
might be, to manufacture the wool into
cloth. Efforts were also made to tan
leather and to raise flax. Hundreds of
acres of flax, for aught I know, had been
cultivated, and it was found to be a suc-
cess. Since then I have heard men say,
"What a blessing it was to the people
of Utah when that army came, it made
them so rich." How did it make us rich?
You got their old iron, and that put a
stop to the manufacture of iron here; you
got the rags they brought here to sell,
and that put a stop to our home man-
ufactures; hence I do not think that, fi-
nancially, our condition was much im-
proved. The Government is said to have
expended forty millions in bringing that
army to Utah and in establishing Camp
Floyd; yet most of it went into the hands
of speculators, and very little into the
hands of the actual settlers of this coun-
try.

I do believe, however, that if the
little means then accumulated by the
people had been used with wisdom
it would have resulted in permanent



