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people here has waxed so strong that un-
less they get something that is bought
in New York it is not good for anything.
It makes me think of our brethren,
the school teachers. We have brethren
here who understand the languages of
the nations of the earth, and the vari-
ous branches of education taught in the
world, as well as any man or men out of
the Church. But if the man possessing
the best talent we have among us were
to go to some of our Bishops and say,
"Can I keep your school?" The answer
would be, "Yes, if you will work for noth-
ing, find yourself, and pay the children
for going." But bring a poor, miserable,
rotten-hearted, cursed Gentile, and they
will lick the dust off his shoes to have
him keep school, when he does not know

half as much as the Elders in Israel
know. This would not apply to every
case, but it does to a great many. You go
to our brethren, and ask them if they can
get their pay for keeping school, and they
will tell you they cannot. Ask them if
they can get a school, and they will reply,
"No, we are looked down upon as some-
thing inferior." Why is this? Because
the folly and wickedness of the people
have waxen so strong that nothing is of
any account unless it is imported. It is
strange; it is astonishing! Why not seek
to be one in building up and sustaining
the Kingdom of God, instead of sustain-
ing wickedness upon the earth? It is time
to close. Now, this is a short sermon to
the sisters.
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We have met together on the present
occasion to attend our annual Confer-
ence. The object of our meeting is not
altogether for religious purposes, but to
consult upon all matters for the interest
of the Church and Kingdom of God upon
the earth. On these occasions it is quite
common for missionaries to be appointed
to the different nations of the earth, and
it is also usual to discuss the principles
and doctrines that we believe in, and to
attend to any business that may have to
be presented from the different parts of
this Territory, and from all parts of the

earth; and we try to build up the peo-
ple in their most holy faith. We meet
also to consult upon the best course for
us to pursue with regard to temporal
things as well as spiritual things. For
as we possess bodies as well as spir-
its, and have to live by eating, drinking,
and wearing, it becomes necessary that
temporal matters should be considered
and discussed in our Conferences, and
that we should deliberate upon all things
that are calculated to benefit, bless,
and exalt the Saints of God, whether
they refer to our spiritual affairs or
to our avocations and duties in life


