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Now mothers, if you want to do
good, do not let your sons and daugh-
ters drink either tea or coffee while un-
der your protection. Save the money to
gather the poor, to preach the gospel, to
build temples, and to sustain the Priest-
hood. Make your own drawers, your own
shirts, knit your stockings, make your
frocks, your bonnets, and hats. I had a
very beautiful hat presented to me last
evening by one of the wives of Judge
Phelps. I believe one of the sisters Pratt
sewed it. Now, suppose we set the girls to
cutting straw when it is ripe enough, and
teach them to cure it, and how to split
and open it, and then prepare it with
a machine for braiding, and teach them
to braid; and then, instead of permitting
them to gad around, keep them at home
and teach them to do a little good.

I will ask—is doing good out of the
reach of any person living who is able
to talk? No; it is not. Every woman in
this Church can be useful to the Church
if she has a mind to be. There are none
but what can do good, not one, as long
as they can talk to their neighbors or to
their children, and teach them how to be
saving, and set them an example worthy
of imitation.

In speaking in this wise I do not
wish the people to be as some are—
filthy and dirty. That will not do. We
must be neat and clean. If we have
only a tow frock and a coarse straw
hat to wear let them be kept neat and
clean; there is water enough, plenty of
it. If you have nothing but a home-
made ribbon, woven by yourselves out
of the flax that your husbands or neigh-
bors have raised and dressed, you can
get logwood, mountain mahogany, or a
little of this stuff that grows by the
creeks and on the mountains to color
it up; and, when it is made, and you
are prepared to put on your garments,

let them be clean, neat, and nice; and
let the beauty of your garments be the
work of your own hands. But as mat-
ters are now, you must run and buy here
and there, and it makes me think of the
old saying—"That which is dear bought
and far fetched is fit for the ladies." We
must stop this, and if we want to be use-
ful we must begin to teach our children
how to save. "My little boy, do not put
your shoes under the stove to burn up,
and when you undress at night do not
fling your hat one way, your jacket an-
other, your breeches under foot, and your
stockings under the stove, on the stove,
or out of doors, but have a place for ev-
erything, and everything in its place;"
and when your boys come in show them
a place for their hats where they will not
be trampled under foot; and when they
take off their coats let them be put in the
wardrobe or on hooks prepared for that
purpose, and take care of them and not
have them under foot. The waste that
there is in the midst of this people is
enough to support a small nation.

Now, sisters, do you want to be use-
ful? If you do, take a course to be so, for
this will bring us to the point where we
can build up Zion and be of one heart and
of one mind, and it will lead us to do all
that we do in the name, in the love, and
in the fear of our God. By so doing, if the
fear of God is upon us, and we work with
an eye single to the building up of Zion,
our labors will be blessed.

Can we do good? Yes; we can do good
by teaching that little girl not to drink
tea and coffee, and to take care of her
clothing, and as soon as she is big enough
teach her to knit her stockings, and her
garters, and her nubias. She may learn
to do all this just as well as going to the
store to buy them. The foolishness of the


