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What would you do in such and such
cases if the wicked, the ungodly, and
those who have persecuted and driven us
from our homes, and have consented to
the death of the Prophets and the inno-
cent, will still follow us, and will have a
place among us? What would you do?
I would do, I think, about as the Lord
does; He lets them alone to take their
own course. They have life and death set
before them, and can choose between the
two. They can refrain, and turn away
from wickedness and become righteous,
if they are so disposed; but if they are
not, why the Lord permits them to take
their own course. Then why are we un-
der the necessity of praying the Lord to
shield us in this place and in that place?

Perhaps this application is not agree-
able to many, and they wish to be sanc-
tified in the midst of the ungodly and
in the most wicked place that can be
found. To people of this class we say,
just come forward and we will give you
a mission to go into the world to live,
preach, labor, and toil until you pass
into the spirit world, if this is your de-
sire; but do not stay here praying the
Lord to deliver you from the wicked, and
then get up off your knees, and, precisely
like the sectarians, let your acts give the
lie to the prayers you have offered to
God. You know, among the New School
Presbyterians, for instance, and the Re-
form Baptists and Methodists, and the
Wesleyan Methodists, the ministers get
into the pulpit and pray for the Lord
to come into their midst, and that the
Holy Ghost may be shed upon the people;
and they will pray most fervently that
angels may come and dwell with them,
that the heavens may be opened that the
people may see and understand aright,
and when they get through praying, they

will declare in their sermons that there
is no Holy Ghost given, and that they
worship a god without body, parts, and
passions. How in the world can such a
god come into their midst? If he could
come, what would there be? Nothing.
What can they comprehend concerning
such a god? Nothing; for there is noth-
ing of him. They will pray most fer-
vently for the Lord to give them revela-
tion, and then will get up and say that no
such thing as revelation is needed. Do
not their sermons give the lie to their
prayers? And do not the lives of the El-
ders of Israel, in many instances, give
the lie to their faith and prayers? They
do. Can you go to work and make a
people of one heart and mind while they
are possessed of the spirit of the world?
You cannot. Can they feel the same in-
terest in the Kingdom of God while pos-
sessing the spirit of the world that they
would if they were filled with the Spirit
of Christ? They cannot. How can they
devote their lives to the building up of
the Kingdom of God when they do not de-
light in it, but delight in building them-
selves up, in making gain, and in gather-
ing around them the riches of the world?
The Latter-day Saints, in their conduct
and acts with regard to financial mat-
ters, are like the rest of the world. The
course pursued by men of business in the
world has a tendency to make a few rich,
and to sink the masses of the people in
poverty and degradation. Too many of
the Elders of Israel take this course. No
matter what comes they are for gain—for
gathering around them riches; and when
they get rich how are those riches used?
Spent on the lusts of the flesh, wasted
as a thing of nought, and they who were
once rich are left in poverty, as they are
this day.


