
THE UNITY OF THE SAINTS, ETC. 347

laws. Then, when men say unto us, "you
are not like us," we reply, "we know it; we
do not want to be." We want to be like the
Lord, we want to secure His favor and
approbation and to live under His smile,
and to acknowledge, as ancient Israel did
on a certain occasion, "The Lord is our

God, our judge, and our king, and He
shall reign over us." These are my feel-
ings, and the feelings of all good Latter-
day Saints. May God help us to live our
religion by keeping His commandments,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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I recollect a few years ago, while we
were holding Conference in the Bowery,
that the brethren who addressed the con-
gregation were in the habit of turning
to the right to preach, and then to the
left, and then preaching to those behind
them, so that only one portion of the con-
gregation could hear them at once. I set
up a mark, and told them to preach to
it, right straight ahead, and not turn to
the right or to the left, as I wanted all
the people to hear. I am now going to
set up a mark for the Elders of Israel
to preach to. It will not be an old ta-
ble or a board; but the mark I shall set
up for the Elders to preach to is this:
Never to cease their labors until they get
this people, called Latter-day Saints, to
be of one heart and one mind. That is
the mark. We hear Elders in Israel pray-
ing and praying that the Lord would pre-
serve us from the wicked, and probably

within an hour after they will be found
coaxing perhaps one of the most un-
godly men in the world to trade with
them, to rent their houses, or to let
them build houses for him, and to be
his servant or servants. Such individ-
uals will keep praying to the Lord to
preserve us from the wicked when their
constant effort is to mingle with, and
to call into the midst of this people the
wicked and the ungodly; and they are so
blind to the mind and will of the Lord
that their efforts in this direction would
never cease until there was enough of
the wicked to overthrow the Kingdom
of God, or to break us up and drive
us somewhere else. I have very fre-
quently said to the Latter-day Saints
that I am willing to try to do my ut-
most to carry out the designs of Heaven
concerning myself, my friends, and the
Kingdom of God. Certain ideas arise in
our minds, and questions are proposed.


