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notions evidently do not agree with
theirs; if they did, as I said before, we
should not have been here, for it was
principally on religious grounds that we
left them to come here. One of our
judges, after leaving here, informed the
Administration that the inhabitants of
Utah were mostly "Mormons," and were
a very peculiar people. He thought he
had made quite a discovery, and that he
was putting the world in possession of
important information.

We have left the various churches
and sects of the day, and infidel asso-
ciations of all kinds, and have united
ourselves with the "Mormons," and have
gathered together here simply because
we believed they were all wrong, hence
a man must be a fool to suppose that we
are like them, for we have a faith that is
entirely diverse from theirs. Our ideas,
socially and morally, are entirely differ-
ent from theirs, because ours come from
God, and they get theirs from the notions
that exist among men.

Who that is acquainted with the
moral state of Christendom at the
present time does not shudder when re-
flecting upon the depravity, corruption,
licentiousness, and debauchery that ev-
erywhere stalk around? We have left this
state of things, and the Lord has intro-
duced a new order amongst us, for we
profess to be under His guidance and di-
rection, and consequently our ideas and
practices must be very different from
those which obtain in the world. We have
more wives than one. Why? Because God
ordained it. And we maintain our wives
and children; but they do not maintain
their mistresses and children, yet they
will prate to us about their beautiful
systems. There is a great difference
between their system and ours; they
think their's is best, but we, who look at
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things from an entirely different point
of view, prefer our system. If we have
wives and children we are not afraid to
acknowledge them as such. We do not
have the children of one woman riding
with us in a carriage, while those of an-
other are sweeping the streets and ask-
ing us for a halfpenny; nor are they pau-
pers on the community. We do not be-
lieve in any such morality as that, we
discard it altogether. Many of those who
do believe in and sustain it are ashamed
of many of their own deeds, and act the
hypocrite by trying to cover them up and
keep them in the dark, and presenting
the bright side only for us to copy af-
ter. But we want to take things as a
whole, and we will receive no system but
that which will bear the scrutiny of the
world, and that is just, equitable, and
honorable before God, angels, and men.
I am not surprised at men, coming from
the midst of scenes and practices, form-
ing such incorrect notions in relation to
us; but dare they acknowledge their acts
as we dare acknowledge ours? No; they
dare not; their own laws would punish
them if their acts were brought to light.

In relation to our political affairs,
we are gathered together as a commu-
nity, and being so numerous it is im-
possible but that we should form a part
and parcel of the body politic. We have
a city here, for instance, and numer-
ous other cities throughout this Terri-
tory. We must have an organization in
these cities. We want our Mayors and
City Councilors and Aldermen, and mu-
nicipal laws to protect the weak, the
virtuous, the pure, and holy, and re-
strain the wicked, the riotous, the thief,
and debauchee, and to maintain order
in the community. We have a num-
ber of towns and cities extending for
some five hundred miles, and it is ne-



