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instance, the Scriptures speak about
there being "One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, and one God, who is above all,
through all, and in you all;" and when
men of reflection look around and see
systems of religion as numerous as gods
used to be among the old heathens, how
could they suppose or believe that these
were all inspired of God? It was impos-
sible for a man of reflection and intel-
ligence to entertain such an idea. We
are in pursuit of principles that emanate
from God, and we believe that God has
spoken, and therefore we are here. We
believe that He has revealed to us His
will; that He has restored the ancient
gospel with all its fullness, blessings,
richness, power, and glory. We believe
that this gospel will redeem all men who
believe in it, and that it will elevate them
to a knowledge of the true God, whom to
know is life eternal. We believe that God
has restored to the earth again Apos-
tles and Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors,
and Teachers the same as existed in His
Church in former days; and we believe
that if men repent of their sins and be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for their remission that they will receive
the Holy Ghost through the laying on
of hands. We believe that that Spirit
leads them into all truth; that it brings
things past to their remembrance, and
shows them things to come; and in this
respect we differ from the religions of the
world, for they have no such idea as this;
they do not believe in it. We believe that
the Lord has commenced to establish His
kingdom on the earth, and we look to
Him for wisdom and intelligence in re-
gard to all matters, whether they be of a
political, social, or moral nature; hence,
in these respects, we differ very materi-
ally from the rest of the world. In the
various religious denominations their

ministers are set apart by the will and
dictum of men; their religions, too, are
established by men. God had nothing to
do with the matter. He never thought
of them. It is no uncommon thing in
the Church of England, with which I
was associated in my early days, for a
man who has three or four sons to ed-
ucate one to be a doctor, another for a
lawyer, another, perhaps, is assigned to
the army or navy, as the case may be;
and if there is one a little duller than
the rest he is generally educated for the
ministry and is called a Doctor of Divin-
ity. And it is expected that that dull
man, without common sense and with-
out instruction from God, but simply be-
cause he is a fool, will point out the way
to the kingdom of heaven. Among the
Methodists, with whom I was afterwards
associated because I thought the Church
of England was not good enough, they
tell us that "God chooses the base things
of the world to bring to nought the things
that are." That is true enough, but they
come to wrong conclusions from these
premises—that is, they suppose because
God can choose a man and endow him
with wisdom, that therefore they can
pick the biggest fools they have got and
set them to work to preach.

There is a wide difference between
God choosing a man and endowing him
with the spirit of intelligence, wisdom,
and revelation, and sending him forth
to preach the truths of heaven to the
nations of the earth, and men pick-
ing up their weakest members and set-
ting them to do the same thing; be-
cause God can inspire men with wis-
dom and intelligence from above, while
men are incapable of so doing. Hence
I do not wonder that men, who are ac-
customed to listen to, and who believe
such teachings, should consider that we
are a strange people, for our religious


