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plastic minds of their sons according to
their own notions of greatness, and sent
them forth to battle with the circum-
stances of life, like gods almost. Great in-
terests are in the hands of mothers. God
has reposed in them great power; if they
wield that power for good it will be pro-
ductive of peace and happiness and ex-
altation to them. They will be blessed
in seeing the greatness of their posterity.
Their hearts will be gratified in having
a posterity who will rise up and called
them blessed.

It is something glorious to con-
template, but how few there are
who realize the great blessings God
has bestowed upon them. God has
blessed us with these privileges so
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that we can lay, in our own households,
the foundation for the future greatness
of the kingdom of God, by instilling into
the minds of our children those lessons
and precepts of godliness which will
make them mighty in days to come, and
will prepare them when they reach man-
hood, to bear off the work of God and
magnify the truth by being exemplars of
the gospel of Jesus Christ among the na-
tions of the earth.

God bless you, brethren and sisters;
and may He enable us all to be faith-
ful to the truth and to comprehend the
greatness of the age in which we live, for
Christ's sake. Amen.
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Brother Cannon stated this morn-
ing that we were the most indepen-
dent people on the earth. That, I
presume, is a correct statement, al-
though the majority of the people on
the earth think we are the most depen-
dent. They consider that we are de-
pendent on them for their good or bad
opinion, that we are dependent upon the
United States for peace and tranquility,
and that we are dependent upon popu-
lar feeling for the existence of our insti-
tutions, whether political, religious, or
social. Hence men come among us from
time to time, and setting themselves up
as standards of perfection, they wish
to measure us by their ideas of politics

and morality; whereas if they only un-
derstood the truth, they would know that
we are very independent on these points,
and that we care no more about their no-
tions and opinions in regard to us than
we care for the motion of a passing bird.

We have no tremor in relation to
the action of this or any other govern-
ment. They do not know the true sen-
timents and feelings of the Latter-day
Saints; hence they are not capable of
judging us. We feel that we are de-
pendent upon God only, for our exis-
tence, whether it be socially, politically,
or morally. We do not look upon things as
they exist in the world as being correct,



