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are so full of rottenness and corruption,
we were liable all the time to become
assimilated to the world. But God has
laid the foundation of that great distinc-
tion which must eventuate in the com-
plete triumph of truth and the establish-
ment of His kingdom on the earth. He
has laid the foundation where the foun-
dation of all governments begins—in the
family; and it will go on and increase un-
til it permeates every institution and or-
ganization, making us entirely different
and distinct from the people of the world.
You can allow your minds to stretch out
if you like to their utmost capacity and
they will not begin to comprehend the
difference that will be created through
the operation of those principles which
God has already revealed. Like the peb-
ble that is dropped in the mill pond, ev-
ery circle goes on increasing and widen-
ing until it covers the whole pond. So it is
with the truth which God has revealed;
it will spread until the institutions of the
kingdom of God will revolutionize every-
thing that exists on the earth.

We have this work before us, it be-
longs to us; it does not belong to the First
Presidency alone, or to the Twelve alone,
or to the Bishops of wards, or to the
Presidents of the settlements or stakes
of Zion; but it belongs to every man,
woman, and child who has a standing
in this Church. God has laid it upon us
all individually and collectively, and He
expects it at our hands. It is true that
the work of God will go forth from tri-
umph to triumph until complete victory
shall crown the efforts of the servants of
God. But we are the members of this
Church, and it is for us to say whether
we will be diligent, or whether we will
fall back and allow our places to be filled
by others more diligent and more ca-
pable of comprehending the greatness

of the work, and the greatness and fa-
cilities that God has given to us, than
we are; whether we will combat with
and contend against the evils that every-
where exist, govern our houses in righ-
teousness, and bring up our children in
the fear of God, or whether we will ne-
glect these things, and suffer the glori-
ous opportunities God has given us to
pass by unimproved, to be improved by
others more zealous, diligent, and wise
in their generation than we are. There
is no individual in Zion but can do a
great deal of good if they will only al-
low their minds to expand, and will seek
out opportunities to accomplish the work
of God. They can correct and prepare
themselves to carry on the work of God,
and, in doing so, they will help to pre-
pare somebody else; for no one can carry
on the work of perfection without being a
benefit to all with whom they associate.

We talk about going back to build up
the Center Stake of Zion; it is the bur-
den of our daily prayers. The aspira-
tions of thousands of the people ascend
in the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth in be-
half of the redemption of Zion, and that
the purposes of God may be forwarded,
and that the time may soon come when
the Center Stake of Zion shall be built
up and the people be prepared to go back
and inhabit that land. Why do we wish
this? Because we anticipate when that
day shall come that we will be that much
nearer the day of triumph, the day when
Jesus will come and reign among his
Saints. We are, as it were, in a school
where we are to be taught of God, and
prepared for the great events that are
coming on the earth. We do not wish
to leave this land, because it is not fer-
tile, or because it is not a favored land.
We appreciate the home that God has
given us here, so fruitful in blessings


