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fishermen, ignorant, illiterate men, who,
as we learn from the "Acts of the
Apostles," could not speak their mother
tongue grammatically. But did the high
priests or the learned among the Jews,
or those who had been educated in the
schools, comprehend it? Though it was
an age of enlightenment, so called, they
could not recognize God in Jesus, nor di-
vinity in the work which he performed;
neither could they recognize any of the
power of the apostleship in his Apostles.
Who did see it? Why those who bowed
in submission to the plan which God
revealed through His son Jesus Christ;
they comprehended these things, and
were able to distinguish between the
man of God and the man of the world;
they were able to distinguish between
the truth of heaven when it came pure
and unadulterated from the throne of
Jehovah, and the systems of men pro-
claimed on every hand. Hence, for men
spiritually unenlightened to be unable
to comprehend the things of God is not
peculiar to the dispensation in which
we live, but it has been so in every
age when God made known His will to
the children of men. Such individu-
als may come in contact with the great-
est of Heaven's children and may as-
sociate with them day by day, and yet
through not having that Spirit they will
fail to recognize their nobility of charac-
ter, and that they are divinely inspired.
Some of the members, even, of Jesus'
own family, as we learn from the sacred
record, ridiculed him; they could not rec-
ognize that their own brother, the son of
their mother, was the Son of God, who
was to die for the sins of the world; al-
though they had been brought up with
Jesus from childhood, they failed to rec-
ognize it for the very reason that Joseph
Smith, and Brigham Young, and every
prophet and apostle that ever lived on

the face of the earth have not been rec-
ognized by many of their associates. If
their minds had been enlightened by the
Spirit of God they would have recognized
the men of God, and could have compre-
hended the things of God and the plan
of salvation; they could have seen God in
it all; every feature would have beamed
with the godhead and with the divin-
ity; they would have recognized it as an
emanation from heaven and would have
sustained the Son of God as the being
he professed to be, and which he was;
and his Apostles would have had no oc-
casion to have gone about as they did—
persecuted and hated, and afterwards
cruelly killed for the testimony of Je-
sus which they bore to mankind. Noah
would not have had such a difficult work
in trying to convince the inhabitants of
the earth in his day of the message God
had given to him, neither would all the
prophets from his day down have had
the difficulty they had. No man with
his natural wisdom can comprehend the
things of God; man never did do it and
never can do it. Priests may study all
the arts and sciences, and finally grad-
uate at a theological college; and after
they have passed through it all they have
no more conception of God and the things
of God, than if such a Being had never
existed. A man filled with the power of
God might go to them, and they would
not understand him; if he told them
the most precious things ever uttered by
mortal lips, they would not comprehend
it, and would be far more likely to reject
him than not, because they are imbued
with prejudices and preconceived ideas
respecting God and His works.

There was a necessity therefore for
Jesus to say, that they should re-
ceive His kingdom as little children.
There is this necessity, my brethren
and sisters, today, on our part, that


